
St. Vincent de Paul Society   Milwaukee Archdiocese 
 

Voice of the Poor Committee 
 

Minutes from the Meeting held on February 13, 2021 
 
 

In Attendance: David Anderson, Dave Busch, Jim Erven, Dick Fedler, Anne Haynes, Tom 
Jozwik, Marian Lamoureux, E. Michael McCann, Marge Sebern, Mary Steger, and John Weber 
 
Call to Order: Dave Busch opened the conference call at 9 am, allowed for others to connect and 
called the meeting to order at 9:05 am with the Opening Prayer for Society meetings.  
 
Minutes: The minutes from the VOP meeting held on January 9, 2021 were reviewed and the 
members unanimously voted to accept the Minutes as submitted. 
 
 

Subcommittee Updates:  
 
Energy – Dave Busch reported the Citizens Utility Board (CUB) – representing residential and 
small business customers in utility rate cases, reports that 2021 will be no ordinary year. This 
could be the most active year for rate cases at the PSC in a generation.   
All five of the major investor-owned utilities are expected to file plans in the next several months to 
raise customers’ rates. That hasn’t happened in roughly 20 years!   
The transition to a cleaner, low-carbon energy systems is at the forefront this year for all utilities 
and for the new administration in Washington, and for the Evers administration as well.  
CUB is encouraged that solar prices are falling, but replacing current power plants with new 
plants won’t be cheap. The utilities will be compensated for the power plants they need, but CUB 
plans to see that utility companies do not continue to profit on plants they no longer need.   
CUB also plans to focus more attention on how energy is used in homes and businesses — and 
finding ways to save more of it. All too often, headlines and policy circles are dominated by talk of 
how utilities are going to supply energy. But more attention needs to be placed on the buildings 
where energy is used. Taken together, buildings account for 40% of total carbon emissions. And 
steps to save on energy (and carbon emissions) translates to more dollars for businesses to 
grow and for homeowners and renters to pay for other needs. 
 
Health Care - Marge Sebern stated that there is not much new to report on Medicaid expansion in 
Wisconsin. Expansion was proposed in the new Wisconsin State budget submitted by Governor 
Evers. Mike McCann stated the he will monitor the state budget as it goes through the adoption 
process and keep us posted on this. He also stated that he is willing to go to Madison and lobby 
for expansion of Medicaid when this gets introduced in budget hearings.  
Adult enrollment in Wisconsin Medicaid grew by nearly 23,000 people in the spring of 2020, due to 
COVID-19 job and income losses. 
Marge then gave us a summary of the Wisconsin Department of Health Services Weekly Update 
on Covid 19 cases as of Feb 12. The 7-day average of new Covid-19 cases per 100,000 is 832 for 
Wisconsin. This is down from the peak in November. 
Over 1/3 of the people in Wisconsin over 65 received a first vaccine dose, however there is limited 
supply of vaccine and an ongoing need to prioritize who will receive the vaccine.  



Between 8.2% to 13% of the population in Southeastern WI currently received at least one dose of 
vaccine. All Wisconsin residents should follow current guidance from the Department of Health 
Services for stopping the spread of COVID-19, even after they are vaccinated. This includes 
wearing masks in public, avoiding large gatherings, staying 6 feet away from others, and following 
all other applicable workplace or school guidance. 
On February 6, Wisconsin DHS reported that there were 2 confirmed case in Wisconsin of the 
Covid-19 variant that was first discovered to be circulating widely in England. Researchers believe 
that this new strain spreads more rapidly and easily than the original strain of SARS-CoV-2. 
Lack of access to quality health care, housing, transportation, and job opportunities, often referred 
to as systemic racism, has exacerbated the disparate impacts of COVID-19 experienced by Black, 
Brown, Indigenous, and other communities of color in Wisconsin, including disparities in vaccine 
rates. 
 
Housing: Rose Lue-Hing was still experiencing problems with her phone and was not able to 
attend this meeting. John Weber reported that the South Milwaukee Human Concerns has set up a 

donation center at 1029 Milwaukee Ave in South Milwaukee and is accepting donations of food, 
clothing, household items and small furniture to help residents in need during the pandemic. South 
Milwaukee Human Concerns is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization receiving no taxpayer funds that 
delivers critical help and hope to needs-based residents. 
Dave Busch reported that his Conference at Blessed Sacrament parish on Milwaukee’s south side 
has seen a noticeable drop in requests for help with rent and security deposits. The Conference 
members believe this is a “lull before the storm” when the CDC moratorium on evictions ends at 
the end of March. Mary Steger reported that her Conference has formed a rent assistance/ 
housing subcommittee to help them be better prepared for the anticipated eviction crisis. 
Weber also reported that the Housing Authority of the City of Milwaukee owns nearly 1,000 
apartment homes that are not subsidized, but are priced affordably for their neighborhoods. Minimum 
household income is required to apply. Learn more by visiting the Affordable Market-Rate 
Housing page. And many other landlords offer affordable housing throughout the city of Milwaukee 
and beyond. To search these options based on your needs, visit www.wihousingsearch.org. The 
Wisconsin Association of Housing Authorities also maintains a list of Wisconsin housing authorities 
that have immediate openings at www.wahaonline.org. 

 
Food/hunger: Tom Jozwik reported that President Biden’s American Rescue Plan includes an 
additional 3 billion dollars in WIC funds. WIC is the supplemental Nutrition program for Women 
Infants and Children. WIC funds provide nutrition education, breastfeeding education and support, 
and supplemental nutritious foods, to about 150,000 families in Wisconsin. 
MedicareAdvantage.com has reported that hunger is rapidly becoming the number one health 
issue for Senior’s in America.  
Nearly one in six seniors in America faces the threat of hunger or malnourishment (around 8 
million total). And the rate of food insecurity is more than twice as high among African American 
and Hispanic seniors than for Caucasians, revealing a pattern of systemic racism. 
The rate of hunger among older adults increased 65 percent from 2007 to 2014. 
One-third of all seniors report trimming the size of their meals, skipping meals completely or 
buying less nutritious foods because they didn’t have enough money for a proper meal. 
Senior hunger costs the U.S. healthcare system $130 billion per year. 
Only 42% of senior’s eligible for FoodShare benefits actually participate. Many seniors may simply 
not be aware of the program, how it works or that they might be eligible for it.  
Other seniors may face challenges with technology or mobility that hinders their participation, or 
they may simply be too proud to admit they need help. 
Thanks to the COVID relief package passed last December, SNAP is providing a 15% increase in 
benefits in 2021. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/protect.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/protect.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/02092021.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/disparities.htm
https://www.hacm.org/programs/housing/affordable-market-rate-housing
https://www.hacm.org/programs/housing/affordable-market-rate-housing
https://www.hacm.org/?splash=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wihousingsearch.org&____isexternal=true
https://www.hacm.org/?splash=http%3a%2f%2fwww.wahaonline.org&____isexternal=true
https://www.medicareadvantage.com/senior-hunger-in-america


 
Immigration: Sharron Schmidt was not able to attend this meeting. However, Marge Sebern 
reported that The Biden administration signed Executive Orders on Feb 2, 2021 that created a 
Federal Task Force to work on the Reunification of Families separated at the border. 
Other Executive Orders signed that day created: 

• A Comprehensive Regional Framework to Address the Causes of Migration, to Manage 
Migration Throughout North and Central America, and to Provide Safe and Orderly 
Processing of Asylum Seekers at the United States Border 

• Restoring Faith in Legal Immigration Systems, Strengthening Integration and Inclusion 
Efforts for New Americans 

• Rebuilding and Enhancing Programs to Resettle Refugees and Planning for the Impact of 
Climate Change on Migration. 

Marge also reported that President Biden issued an Executive Order on February 4, 2021 to 
increase refugee admissions and allow the U.S. to set a goal of providing safe haven to 125,000 
people around the world fleeing violence, conflict and persecution during his first full fiscal year in 
office. 
In the order, Mr. Biden called for an expansion of the decades-old U.S. refugee program, which 
was gutted by former President Trump, who frequently portrayed refugees as economic and 
security risks. After former President Obama set a 110,000-person ceiling before leaving office, 
Mr. Trump slashed it every fiscal year, allocating a historically low 15,000 spots in 2020. 
 
Human Trafficking - Mary Steger stated that she had nothing new to report on human trafficking, 
but she did remind us that March 8th is International Women’s Day. 
John Weber reported on seeing new signage on Human Trafficking at the Milwaukee airport. 
Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport (MKE) is increasing efforts to identify and stop human 
trafficking. Passengers will see new signage throughout the airport asking for help in spotting 
signs of human trafficking. Additional signage installed in restrooms details how victims of human 
trafficking can reach out for help.  
 

Labor/Minimum Wage – Dave Busch reported that Wisconsin's unemployment rate for 
December 2020 was 6.0 percent, noticeably up from the 5.0 percent in November.  
Wisconsin’s December unemployment rates rose in all of Wisconsin's 12 metro areas over the 
previous month. The largest increases occurred in the Racine, Madison and Eau Claire. 
Milwaukee – Waukesha – West Allis metro areas remained stable, increasing only 0.3 percent.  
By comparison the US unemployment rate was unchanged from the previous month, remaining at 
6.7 percent, and represents 10.7 million people receiving unemployment benefits in the US. 
These are non-seasonally adjusted numbers and part of the reason for the increase is thought to 
be coming from the restaurant and hospitality industry continuing to make COVID related 
workforce adjustments. 
Busch also reported that the Department of Workforce Development (DWD) published a 
new Emergency Rule that will allow DWD to continue to waive work searches for people who 
apply for Unemployment Insurance benefits.  
State law requires someone applying for unemployment benefits to look for a suitable job and 
provide information about four work search actions they have taken each week. This emergency 
rule allows DWD to respond to the spread of COVID-19 by waiving those work searches for 
thousands of people.  
The Department recognizes that the work search requirement carries a significant burden on 
claimants when many businesses remain closed and job opportunities in certain sectors are still 
limited in response to the ongoing health and safety impacts of the global pandemic.  The rule 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/02/politics/biden-immigration-executive-orders/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/03/politics/biden-refugee-announcement/index.html
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/news/2020/unemployment/201223-november-local.pdf
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/dwd/admin-rules/


change should also ease eligibility for people who would work but cannot for COVID-related 
reasons, such as being quarantined or subject to subsequent stay-at-home orders. 
 
Criminal Justice: E. Michael McCann reported that the cover letter asking the National VOP to 
back the “George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2020”, along with our and the point by point 
review of the salient points in this bill, has been completed and reads very well.  McCann asked 
Marian Lamoureux if she was willing and able to pass our request on to the National VOP and 
Marian stated that she can proceed at any time. McCann asked her to standby so that he could 
double check that the bill was resubmitted in the new Congress, and if it was resubmitted, was the 
bill left intact or were there any significant changes made to its provisions. Dave Busch stated that 
he was all but certain that the George Floyd bill was resubmitted but did not have a chance to 
examine the new bill for changes. McCann stated that he would need a week or two to follow up 
on the new bill, and let us know if we need to make corrections to our analysis. 
   
Waukesha Update: David Anderson reported that Waukesha Vincentians just completed their 
first online Ozanam Orientation training in January. Although this was the first time orientation was 
done virtually, all members attending thought the Milwaukee Council did a great job with this and 
felt online orientation was a complete success. 
POST MEETING NOTE:  The Milwaukee Council just announced dates for this spring’s Virtual 
Ozanam Orientation, to be held in three sessions on May 18, 20, and 25. You must be able to 
attend all three sessions to complete the orientation. 
Anderson also reminded us that the SVDP National Mid-Year Business meeting is scheduled for 
March 3 thru 6 . There is a $50 fee to attend this year and you can register to participate, here: 
https://meetingssvdpusa.regfox.com/2021-virtual-midyear-business-meeting   
David also reported that they have begun a clothing drive in Waukesha. They are in particular 
need of men’s dress clothing, jackets and slacks, so that people in the ex-offender program/Jail 
Ministry program, will have decent clothes available for job interviews. Business casual and 
jackets with ties are needed and appreciated. Waukesha Council’s next Coming Together 
program is now underway, offered in both Spanish and English language versions. 
 
Racine Update: Jim Erven reported last month that the Racine Council had formed a 
subcommittee to investigate the potential coming eviction crisis. This month Jim reports that the 
subcommittee had it’s first meeting. The group took their first steps towards making certain that 
they will be proactive during the eviction crisis, by entering into a relationship with the Racine 
County “Here-To-Help Program". Their mission is to coordinate resources across a wide variety of 
funding streams, under which the Racine District Council is now enrolled, with the goal of helping 
families and individuals remain in their homes and prevent homelessness."  By combining 
resources of several agencies funds they hope to have a greater impact on the impending crisis. 
 
 
Old Business:  
 
Informational webinar on the VOP Mission – VOP Chair Dave Busch reported that he is putting 
the finishing touches on a PowerPoint presentation that combines the best elements of his VOP 
recruitment pitch with elements from documents Marian supplied from a presentation on the VOP 
during a regional SVDP meeting.  
Busch stated that he thought the pitch was still missing something and Marge Sebern suggested 
that the presentation needed to prompt a two way dialogue with the Board members.  
Busch agreed that the presentation would need to establish some ground rules for discourse and 
Marge stated that she had some documentation on rules for civil discourse,  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1280?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+1280%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://meetingssvdpusa.regfox.com/2021-virtual-midyear-business-meeting
https://www.racinecounty.com/departments/human-services/here-to-help


from a previous SVDP meeting. Busch said that he will incorporate that information into the start 
of this presentation, and agreed to poll the SVDP Board Members for their best available dates for 
a virtual meeting.  
The goal is to get together with our Board members before the end of Feb or in early March.  
VOP members will also be invited to attend. 
 
Support of Policing Reforms – Mike McCann covered our support of Policing reforms in his 
Criminal Justice report. VOP members received an email with a copy of McCann’s edited point-by-
point take on H.R. 7120 - the “George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2020” along with our cover 
page asking the National VOP to back this bill.  McCann stated that he will need some time to do 
the research to determine if the new bill (now H.R.1280) contains any facts that differ from our 
position on these reforms, or any other statements that we cannot support, with the goal of 
sending this to the National VOP by our March meeting date. 
 
 
New Business: 
  
Defining Racism: Establishing consensus on some of the terms. Dave Busch had a one page 
document with some practical definitions regarding the terms: institutional racism, structural 
racism and systemic racism. He had asked the members to see if we could reach agreement of 
these definitions so that we could be very specific when we communicate on the subject of racism 
in our institutions. Unfortunately, the Chairperson forgot to send the document out to the members 
so discussion on the use of these terms had to be tabled until the next meeting. 
A copy of the definitions was sent out to all VOP members following this meeting, on Feb. 13, 

2021. 
 
Next Meeting:   
The next meeting will be held on the phone, or online through a Zoom Meeting on 
Saturday, March 13, 2021 at 9 am.  
Watch for an invitation to a Zoom meeting from Marge Sebern who generously volunteered the 
use of her Zoom account. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was formally adjourned at 10:44 am (wow, can that be right???) with 
members praying together for the strength to speak out against injustice. 
 
 
 

# # # 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7120/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22George+Floyd%22%5D%7D&r=16&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1280?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+1280%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
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