St. Vincent de Paul Society ilwaukee Archdiocese

Voice For the Poor Committee

Minutes from the Meeting held on April 11, 2026

In Attendance: David Anderson, Dave Busch, Armand Carriere, Michael Drees, Jim Erven,
Richard Fedler, Tom Jozwik, Julie Krahl, Tim Lanari, E. Michael McCann, and Ed Ritger

Call to Order:
The meeting officially opened at 9:05 AM with all members praying together, the Opening Prayer
for SVDP Society meetings.

Approval of the Minutes: The Minutes from our meeting held on March 14", 2026 were sent to
the Committee members the day before this meeting. The Chairperson asked the members to
please read through their individual reports and notify Busch in writing if they had noticed any
errors or omissions in those minutes. If errors are reported, the Chairperson will send out a
revised copy of the minutes. The first version of the minutes were approved as submitted, by a
verbal general consensus.

Subcommittee Updates:

Energy — Dave Busch reported that We Energies and Wisconsin Public Service, both owned by
WEC Energy Group, filed requests last week with the state Public Service Commission for rate
hikes in 2027 and 2028.

The company says the rate increase will help cover the cost of bringing new solar, wind, battery
storage and natural gas projects online, as well as fund investments in tree trimming, burying
power lines and replacing aging equipment.

“No one wants to see rising energy bills,” said Brendan Conway, a spokesperson for We Energies
and Wisconsin Public Service. But consumer advocates say the request comes as many are
already struggling with high electric bills.

Tom Content, executive director of the Citizens Utility Board of Wisconsin, said people struggling
to pay their energy bills are also worried about a lot of other household costs right now.

“They’re seeing the price of gas go up, they’re seeing the price of health care go up and then they
just came off dramatically higher bills this winter for winter heating costs,” he said. “The combined
effect of that is taking a toll on people.”

We Energies is asking regulators for a 4.7 percent increase to its base electric rates in 2027 and
another 4.5 percent increase in 2028. The utility says that translates into a typical residential
customer seeing a $13 increase in their monthly electric bill next year and an $8 to $9 increase
the following year.

Meanwhile, Wisconsin Public Service is seeking a base electric rate increase of 6.3 percent in
2027 and another 3.5 percent increase in 2028. The utility says that comes out to an $11 increase
in a typical monthly electric bill next year and a $5 to $5.50 increase the following year.

We Energies and WPS officials say the rate proposals are dependent on the PSC

approving special rates for data center customers.
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They expect regulators to make a decision on the data center rates in April.

According to the company, its data center rate proposal will allow data centers to cover 85 percent
of the cost of eight generation and storage projects hitting rates in 2027 and 82 percent of the cost
of 10 projects hitting rates in 2028.

That comes out to data centers covering $2.2 billion and $2.8 billion, respectively, with We
Energies and WPS non-data center customers splitting the remaining costs of those projects.
Additionally, the company estimates data centers will cover $1.9 billion in other costs over the
next two years. Jim Erven asked if a portion of the data center infrastructure costs get passed on
to the remainder of the customers, will those costs be proportioned out to commercial customers
in a greater amount than the residential customers? Busch reported that the PSC has stated that
the remaining costs would be shared by residential and commercial customers, but they did not
specify in what proportion. Busch will continue to monitor and report on this, as it unfolds.

Criminal Justice - E. Michael McCann reported that the Senate closed their last floor sessions
for the year with one big surprise. The bill to extend post-partum benefits to one full year for new
mothers receiving Badger Care, SB 23, was passed!

Wisconsin had been one of the only two remaining states that had not extended these life
affirming benefits. The VFP Committee had been advocating for passage of this bill for the last
two years.

Doctors say extending these benefits would allow patients struggling with postpartum depression,
anxiety, PTSD, schizophrenia, bipolar iliness, substance use disorders and other mental health
issues, to continue therapy and medication amid sleep deprivation and stress, up to one year after
delivery of the child.

The second issue that our committee got involved in was Senate Bill 737, the bill that would have
changed regulations for Rent To Own Businesses, and exempt them from some of the provisions
of the Wisconsin Consumer Act. The Wisconsin Catholic Conference had asked the SVDP
Society to lend our name to their letter of opposition to this bill.

We were not able to get out our own Action Alert in time to help their cause, so we promoted and
passed along the WCC'’s call for Action on this bill. We think that getting Vincentians involved in
contacting their Senators may have paid off because the bill was not brought to the Senate floor
for a vote. Ed Ritger added that the weather last Monday was severe enough that the Senate was
shut down on that day, which forced the agenda onto their schedule for the next two days and
may have pushed the RTO bill off of the docket for the final floor session. Perhaps some divine
intervention???

The WCC'’s Action Alert also called for people to contact their Senator and let them know that we
oppose the bill to legalize online sports gambling. That bill did pass and the Governor signed it
into law after being assured that all of the state’s tribes agreed with this legislation.

A third bill that might have helped private school choice vouchers in Wisconsin was vetoed by
Gov. Tony Evers. The bill would have required Wisconsin to opt into a new federal program
promoting donations to school scholarships, with Evers saying the program is an expansion of
school vouchers.

Housing - John Weber filed this report but was not able to attend the meeting. Assembly Bill
1097 which will authorize a city, village, town, or county to establish its own fair housing
department to assist and educate residents and enforce local fair housing ordinances, providing a
grant program, and making an appropriation.

This bill provides that a political subdivision, meaning a city, village, town, or county, may create a
new department or designate an existing department to perform the following functions as a fair


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/sb23
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/medicaid-postpartum-coverage-extension-tracker/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/medicaid-postpartum-coverage-extension-tracker/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/medicaid-postpartum-coverage-extension-tracker/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/medicaid-postpartum-coverage-extension-tracker/
https://wisconsinwatch.org/2024/02/wisconsin-medicaid-health-postpartum-pregnancy-doctors-legislature/
https://wisconsinwatch.org/2024/02/wisconsin-medicaid-health-postpartum-pregnancy-doctors-legislature/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/related/proposals/sb737
https://www.wpr.org/news/wisconsin-evers-vetoes-bill-federal-expansion-private-voucher-schools
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab1097
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab1097

housing department: provide information to the public about individual and family rights under
local, state, and federal housing anti-discrimination laws; assist residents of the political
subdivision in filing complaints regarding discrimination in housing; and enforce local ordinances
regarding discrimination in housing.

The bill would also require the Department of Workforce Development to establish a program to
award grants to political subdivisions to create or designate fair housing departments. The bill
includes a $10,000,000 continuing appropriation for the grant program. Under the bill, DWD must
divide the state into regions based on regions established by the Wisconsin Housing and
Economic Development Authority under the Infrastructure Access Program. Of the total amount
awarded in grants under the bill, no region may receive more than 12.5 percent of those moneys
in grants awarded under the bill. Under the bill, the grant program sunsets on June 30, 2029.
Unfortunately, the bill never made it to a floor vote and will need to be reintroduced in the next
biennium.

Weber also reported that pandemic era rent assistance funds have dried up, and Milwaukee
County housing advocates are bracing for a surge in evictions.

Since 2021, the city and county received tens of millions in emergency rent assistance, a key
element of the federal government’s response to the COVID- 19 pandemic. Those funds mostly
expired in 2025.

Community Advocates, one of the main organizations that helped distribute the funds in
Milwaukee, spent the last of its $65 million last year. Those federal funds averted over 12,000
evictions in Milwaukee.

Other rental assistance options in the city:

The United Migrant Opportunity Service (UMOS), is offering housing assistance to Milwaukee
County residents. UMOS was recently awarded $2.1 million in federal anti-poverty funds. It began
providing rental and mortgage assistance in January.

UMOS has distributed more than $200,000 to 137 households and hopes to assist at least 188
households.

People can contact UMOS to see if they are eligible by calling 414-389-6000.They are located at
2701 S. Chase Ave. Milwaukee.

The City of Milwaukee Housing Authority is not accepting any more Section 8 voucher
applications at this time.

Next Weber told us that the Milwaukee City Attorney’s Office has sued one of the city’s biggest
out- of- state rental companies. David Tomblin and his rental company, Highgrove Holdings
Management LLC, are accused of widespread property neglect, code violations, and unpaid taxes
across more than 200 properties he bought as far back as 2020.

The city filing against him is not the only legal action over his business practices. US Bank has an
ongoing lawsuit against Tomblin asking a court to remove properties from his control, much like
the city case, over a roughly $8 million debt for 86 properties he bought, mostly Milwaukee’s north
side. Tomblin has 60 days to address these issues. If he does not meet that deadline, a judge
could place his properties into a receivership, which would see the city or judge nominate an
outside entity, such as a law firm or a nonprofit organization, to manage the properties and bring
them up to code, as well as use all rents collected to pay for those improvements.

Human Trafficking — The VFP Committee is hoping to find a Vincentian that may be interested,
passionate, or knowledgeable on the subject of Human Trafficking and is willing to report on this
topic in future meetings. No updates on this topic were offered in this month’s meeting.

Armand Carrie rereported that Anne Haines, Director of the St. Bakhita Catholic Worker House, is
planning to attend the Alliance to End Human Trafficking in Boston April 15-17 seeking insights for
prevention and advocacy.



https://www.wheda.com/developers-and-property-managers/competitive-loan-financing/infrastructure-access
https://communityadvocates.net/what-we-do/rent-assistance-2026.html
https://www.umos.org/
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2026/04/30/milwaukee-lawsuit-tenant-landlord-highgrove-holdings-city-attorney-
https://www.highgroverentals.com/
https://www.highgroverentals.com/
https://alliancetoendhumantrafficking.org/

Hunger/FoodShare: Tom Jozwik told us that Donald Trump’s big, beautiful bill which placed
more of the SNAP program’s costs on the states, expanded work requirements for some
recipients, eliminated work exemptions for others (like homeless people and persons aging out of
foster care). The bill calls for states to reduce their payment error rates or absorb millions of
dollars in penalties.

In one state, Arizona, more than 400,000 have lost their SNAP benefits since last July, including
approximately 180,000 children. This Arizona reduction of close to 50% in the food stamps
program has been far greater than reductions in other states—Florida is second, with 16% having
lost benefits in the last nine months.

The Arizona governor’s press secretary blamed Trump administration policies for the sharp
decline. According to state officials, swift implementation of policy changes forced by the big,
beautiful bill has caused the plunge. It has been suggested that cuts to the agency that runs
SNAP have contributed to the decline, making it harder for people to apply for SNAP benefits and
causing eligible people to be denied. Well over one hundred Department of Economic Security
eligibility specialists have been laid off.

Five years ago in Arizona, then Republican Gov. Doug Ducey passed a flat 2.5% income tax that
largely helped the wealthy and forced over $1 billion in spending cuts and fund swaps geared at
balancing the budget. “Arizona is just the alarm bell,” according to the executive director of the
nonpartisan advocacy Arizona Center for Economic Progress, Joseph Palomino. “This is likely
going to happen in every state.” (The foregoing was from an April 8 article from the newsroom of
ProPublica, which was sent to Jozwik that same day by Randy Bedore.)

On March 17, as the Wisconsin legislative session was winding down, a bill to restrict what can be
bought with FoodShare benefits passed in the Assembly by a bipartisan vote of 71-22 and passed
in the Senate by a bipartisan count of 25-8. He made a statement in defense of FoodShare, but
Gov. Tony Evers signed off on the bill.

On March 19, Assembly Bill 180 passed in the Wisconsin Senate; the bill supports the state’s
FoodShare program. Reportedly, the funding in this bill will keep FoodShare payment errors at a
minimum to save taxpayers from paying millions of dollars in penalty fees.

Historically, Wisconsin’s Department of Health Services has maintained one of the nation’s lowest
error rates, and this funding enables DHS to hire quality control staff to effectively monitor cases
and keep up this standard of excellence.

The bill provides $32 million-plus for an increase in administrative costs; $16 million for additional
quality control staff to keep the error rate below 6%; $20.7 million to support increased FoodShare
Employment and Training Program participation in response to expanded work requirements.
Governor Evers signed it into law as 2025 Wisconsin Act 116, March 23.

Armand Carriere added a note about our local meal service on the north side. Ms. Pat is back
working in the Harambee Kitchen once again. Everyone at the site is pleased to have her back.

Immigration - Armand Carriere reported that nationally, several Catholic Bishops have taken the
extraordinary step of freeing parishioners from their obligation to attend Sunday mass if they fear
leaving home makes them a target for immigration enforcement. And the Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) has issued a rare public statement condemning the Trump administration’s
tactics on illegal immigrants.

They have specifically called out the Administration’s effort to end birthright citizenship as
immoral. The Bishops are hoping their positions on these immigration issues will influence the
Supreme Court as they weigh the immigration cases coming before them. It is interesting to note
that 6 of the 9 Supreme Court judges are Catholic!
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Locally, Armand told us that construction is complete on a new Milwaukee Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) office. The building is located in an office park on W. Lake Park
Drive. While it doesn’t appear that the new facility will be used for detention purposes, the idea
has not been completely ruled out and that concerns immigration advocates. This new building is
supposed to take the place of a current ICE facility on E. Knapp St, a building that is being leased
to ICE by MSOE.

Milwaukee Catholic Charities sent along an update on local resettlement efforts, Since
December, 2025, a total of 21 refugees have been resettled. This marks a dramatic drop in
refugees being resettled in the Milwaukee area. It also coincides with the Trump administration’s
actions on immigration (13 of the 21 are Afrikaners).

The Our City Nations Planning Committee, sponsored by the Medical College of Wisconsin, has
announced that registration is now open for their 2026 convening. The theme is "Resilient
Together: Belonging, Healing, and Thriving" and the full agenda is forthcoming. Click here to
register. This event brings together advocacy groups and individuals working to improve the lives
of immigrants and refugees. The conference will take place on Thursday, November 5 at the
Milwaukee School of Engineering.

On Wednesday, April 29, Catholic Charities of Milwaukee will sponsor a Benefit for Hope. This
event helps support the activities of Catholic Charities, including their Office of Refugee and
Immigrant Services. Catholic Charities is seeking volunteers for this event and more information
can be found on the CC website.

Mental Health Care — In a follow up report on AB 1089 Sister Julie Krahl told us that

This bill would require the Department of Health Services to convene a working group on
statewide coordination of the Medical Assistance Program with the goal of improving MA
recipients’ experience with the MA program. The working group must include one representative
each from DHS, an aging and disability resource center, and a multicounty consortium or tribal
governing body that administers income maintenance programs, one member of the assembly or
senate, one health care provider, and one MAP recipient. (The Medical Assistance Program in
Wisconsin is called Badger Care.). This bill was introduced in the Assembly in late February and
by the end of March it had failed to advance at all, so it was taken off of the docket and will have
to be reintroduced in the next session to receive any traction. The bill was introduced by
democrats in response to changes in the Medical Assistance program this past year and it looks
like it failed to advance largely based on partisan politics.

Minimum Wage/Labor — Dave Busch reported that the Wisconsin Department of Workforce
Development (DWD) finally announced the following information for Wisconsin’s labor market,
reflecting January 2026 preliminary estimates from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics:

* Employment — There were 3,017,400 people employed in Wisconsin, up 800 over

the month and down 18,600 over the year.

» Labor Force — The state’s labor force participation rate increased to 64.3%, which is

1.8 percentage points above the national rate of 62.5.

* Nonfarm Jobs — The total nonfarm jobs in the state were 3,032,500 an increase of

8,000 over December.

* Unemployment — The state's seasonally adjusted unemployment rate ticked up

over December to 3.3% which is 1.0 percentage points below the national
unemployment rate of 4.3% (and just one/tenth of a percent higher than December).

Labor statistics had not been forthcoming from the federal Bureau of Labor due to the ongoing
search for a new head of the department since President Trump had fired the previous director in
August after receiving an unfavorable jobs report.
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Mike McCann asked this question: Does a new minimum wage bill have any chance of passing?
And is there anything we can do to help move this along? Why is Wisconsin so far behind the rest
of the nation on raising wages?

Julie Krahl stated that the minimum wage issue is so blatantly against Catholic Social teaching,
that we need to make that part of our message. The right to make a living is a basic tenant of
Catholic Social teaching. Ed Ritger added that by preventing a living wage, we end up subsidizing
the poor through billions of tax dollars for social help programs, especially food and housing.

All of these points help make it clear that our message on minimum wage needs to change.

Waukesha Update - David Anderson reported that the Waukesha Council is inviting their
Vincentians to join a Morning of Reflection retreat at St. John Vianney on Saturday May 16th. The

morning will begin with mass at 8:00am followed by the program, which will conclude at 11:30am.
Tom Fahl of St. John Vianney and Tom Pipines of Queen of Apostles are organizing the retreat.
Next, Anderson also told us that change has come to the St. Dismas Jail Ministry. For many
years, the St. Dismas St. Vincent de Paul Conference provided support for people in Waukesha
County Jail and also helped folks coming out of jail and prison. This past calendar year, our
Council Board decided that the St. Dismas Jail Ministry should be administered as a special work
of the Council as opposed to a standalone conference. All the work of the St. Dismas Jail
Ministry continues, simply under a new governance structure.

Tom Pipines was recently in front of the cameras again! Fox 6 News interviewed him on

his service to the Jail Ministry. Click Here to watch the clip:
https://www.fox6now.com/news/tom-pipines-retirement-from-fox6-sports-jail-ministry

The Waukesha Getting Ahead program investigators have been working incredibly

hard over the past weeks to build new skills, set goals, and take meaningful steps toward a more
stable future. They are about to graduate another class of abut ten investigators.

The Graduation Ceremony is on Tuesday, April 28™" from 5:30 — 7:30 pm at First United Methodist
Church. Anderson reports that the program continues to be very expensive to run, about $75,000
a year.

Lastly, Anderson told us a personal story about a man that came up to him at the church. David
did not know this person, but this man recognized David as a leader of the SVDP Society at his
parish. That man told David that his wife had recently passed away and that he had asked
everyone attending his wife’s memorial service and funeral mass to make a donation to the St.
Vincent de Paul Society instead of donating to him or buying flowers. That gentleman turned over
about $800 in checks and cash to Anderson for their conference.

Racine Update: Jim Erven reported that the Racine Council is in the process of moving their
Thrift Store and expanding its footprint. They have closed the Thrift Store on Rapids Drive in
Racine and they are looking to consolidate that store along with their store in Waterford, into a
new, larger location in Waterford. They feel that the new store will improve their visibility in
Racine County, and the larger size will be able to generate more sales volume. They are planning
on a soft opening in the new location sometime this summer and have set a goal of a full opening
in October this year.

Erven also wanted to mention AB 1127. This bill requires health insurance policies to provide
coverage for habilitative and rehabilitative speech therapies in certain circumstances. Under the
bill, health insurance policies that provide coverage for habilitative services must provide coverage
for habilitative speech therapy as a treatment for stuttering regardless of whether the stuttering is
classified as developmental. Erven thought that this bill might help bring more medical services to
the poor. He will keep us up to date on any action on these bills.
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Fond du Lac Update: Michael Drees reported that the SVDP Fond du Lac District Council Board
is reviewing its management and governance structure. The current Board President also
functions as the Executive Director for all Fond du Lac operations. Another Board member is the
Council’s Accountant. As Fond du Lac SVDP has grown in size and complexity the
responsibilities are demanding for these Board volunteers and succession planning is challenging.
As a first step, the Council will hire some professional staff starting with a Bookkeeper, this Spring.
Next, Drees reported that Thrift Store Sales have been better than budget by almost $100,000 for
the first 5 months of the 2026 fiscal year. On March 13, 2026 the Store had record revenues of
$19,000 during a 50% off sale. In March, two Thrift Store brainstorming sessions were conducted
with staff and volunteers. ldeas focused on sorting efficiency, pricing, and dollar deals. The Store
will use the ideas generated to enhance store revenues, drive efficiency, and improve work
conditions for staff and volunteers.

The St. Katharine Drexel Shelter (SKDS) waiting list currently has 502 individuals. Recently the
Shelter has helped 3 families find housing. Generally, it has been more difficult to find housing for
singles. A fundraising mailer will be sent to 10,000 households in early April.

On May 9t the postal service will hold a food drive, some of the food collected will help support
SKD Shelter. The Third Annual “Guys Who Grill” event will be held May 17t"; sponsor and grill
team recruitment is going well. SVDP recently hired a grant writer for SKDS, costs will be shared
equally with Solutions Center.

Tim Lanari also wanted to add that the Fond du Lac SVDP collaborates a great deal with at
Advocap, a community organization focused on reducing poverty. Advocap is working on another
housing program that will convert an old factory building into apartments that will be made
available solely to those in the greatest need of housing. They are modeling the building after a
successful project in Duluth Minnesota called Center City Housing. These facilities provide
support help to the residents, including mental and physical help on site.

Old Business:

Regional VFP Committee Update: — Jim Erven reported that the Regional VFP Committee will
be meeting next month. Erven told us that he has gone over the list of legislation that became
enacted into law this past biennium Wisconsin and that he found19 laws that relate to issues of
the poor. Jim mentioned that there were five different laws enacted that expanded Medicade
services to the poor. Jim plans to present these at the regional meeting as an example of the
progress that can be made, but also as examples of where we can use the amicus letter to further
our advocacy. Jim described it as “advocacy on both sides of an issue,” before and after.

Busch agree that the enactments Erven cited would be excellent chances for the VFP to use the
amicus letter tool. Erven agreed to send the list of enactments related to the poor, to Busch for
further exploration of the amicus letter.

Rent To Own — VFP Chairperson Dave Busch briefly recapped our efforts to further distribute the
Action Alert from the Wisconsin Catholic Conference in an attempt to defeat the Rent To Own bill,
Senate Bill 737, and stated that he felt that due to a lack of interest by the Senate to promote
RTO, he is doubtful that the bill will be reintroduced in the next session of the legislature.

One thing that this effort really pointed out, is our committees inability to act quickly when the
need comes up.



https://www.svdpracine.org/stores
https://skdsfdl.org/
https://skdsfdl.org/guys-who-grill/
https://www.advocap.org/
https://www.centercityhousing.org/
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/related/proposals/sb737

New Business:

Spring General Meeting Reminder — The Archdiocese Council has finalized plans for their
General Spring meeting, which will be hosted by Our Lady of the Holy Rosary parish in Kenosha,
located at 2224 45th Street, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140. The event will be held on Sunday, April
19 this year, after the 10:30 AM Mass. If you are planning to attend, you need to make a
reservation by April 3. The annual Ozanam Award will be presented at this meeting. More
information is available in the March “From the Heart” SVDP newsletter, found here:
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/03-2026-Newsletter.pdf?blm_aid=18659

All Vincentians are encouraged to attend.

Next Meeting — May 9, 2026

The next Voice For the Poor committee meeting will be held online, on the second Saturday in
May, via a Zoom meeting, from 9:00 to 11:00 AM. All Vincentians are welcome to attend.

The login information can be found at the bottom of the last page of these minutes.

Adjournment:
The March meeting officially adjourned at 10:58 AM with the committee members saying a prayer
together to Mary, Queen of Heaven.

“Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. For He whom you did merit to bear,
has risen, as he said, alleluia”.
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Here is the information for logging into the VFP ZOOM Meeting:

St. Vincent de Paul Society of the Milwaukee Archdiocese is inviting you to the next scheduled
meeting of the Voice For the Poor Committee, online via ZOOM.

Click Here to Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89896784028?pwd=KzZhROxyWWYO0QXIaNUNEYkttaEIXZz09

Or call in (audio only): 312-626-6799

(Dial by your location. 312 626 6799 is Chicago)
Meeting ID: 898 9678 4028

Passcode: 732237



