
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

FROM THE HEART
A  M O N T H L Y  S V D P  M K E  V I N C E N T I A N  N E W S L E T T E R

J U N E  2 0 2 6

JUNE
13 Voice for the Poor Committee Meeting 9AM 
18 ServWare Beginner Training-10AM and 6PM
25 ServWare All Level Training- 11AM

JULY
3 Council Office Closed
4 Thrift Stores & Meal Program Closed
9-11 North Central Region Meeting-Green Bay WI
22 Growth & Revitalization Committee 4:15PM

AUGUST
8 Voice for the Poor Committee Meeting 9AM
12 South Meal Site-Cross Roads Block Party
13 North Meal Site-Harambee Block Party

A Father’s Day Prayer

God our Father,
In your wisdom and love you have created us and called us

your own. Bless our fathers, that they may be
strengthened as Christian fathers. Let the example of their

faith and love shine forth. In moments of joy, rejoice with
them. In times of struggle, give them your courage and
perseverance. Grant that we, their sons and daughters,
may honor and appreciate them always with a spirit of

profound respect. May the example and prayer of St.
Joseph inspire them to live their vocation with courage. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Both Meal Sites are closed on
July 4th.

Thrift Store Special Hours
July 3   9AM-4PMrd

July 4th Closed 

Council Office is closed on July 3rd  No Newsletter in July 
Next Newsletter August 7



Fundraising & Marketing
The 2026 Giving from the Heart Gala is less than four months away! 

Save the Date: Thursday, Oct. 1st

Thanks to the Vincentians who have donated items for or volunteered to help with our Silent
Auction. And thanks to those who have volunteered to help at the event.

Registration for the Gala will open later this summer, but here is the cost to attend:

Individual Ticket Price: $100 per person     Table Price: $700 table of 8
These prices are good through September 10. 

After that date, the cost to attend will increase to: 
Individual Ticket Price: $125 per person     Table Price: $800 table of 8

Will you consider helping us this year with a donation to our Silent Auction?  
Here are some ideas: 

Donate a gift card for a restaurant in your neighborhood or a favorite dining destination.
Donate a gift card for an overnight stay in a fun part of the city that’s accessible to fine
arts venues, summer festivals, museums, etc. 
Donate special, handcrafted items made from the heart.
Donate spa services or wellness activities (yoga, massage, fitness class, etc.). 

Remember: silent auction items (baskets or individual items) included in our event make
GREAT gifts to give to family members and friends! Donating or bidding on silent auction
items supports our Neighbors Helping Neighbors program.

All donations for the Silent Auction portion of our event must be received by July 31st. 

To learn more about ways to support this event, please contact Tyler Curtis at
tcurtis@svdpmilw.org or 414-285-5515. Thanks!

mailto:tcurtis@svdpmilw.org


Accepting Applications: Neighbors Helping Neighbors Grant Program
The Neighbors Helping Neighbors (NHN) Grant Program application process for

Oct 2026 – Sept 2027 has begun. An email with an overview of the program and

blank applications to fill out was sent to all Conference Presidents and

Treasurers on Wednesday, 6/10. Any conference wishing to apply for NHN

Grants next fiscal year, should fill out the applications and return to Dean

Pogodzinski by July 10 , 2026. The NHN Committee will then meet to review the

applications on July 20 . For questions regarding the program, please reach out

to Dean Pogodzinski at 414-667-0240 or dpogodzinski@svdpmilw.org.
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Council Office News

Congratulations to the recipients of the 2025 Ozanam Award! The Holy
Rosary Conference of Kenosha was the recipient of the Conference

Award. Our own Richard Rainer of St. Mary Conference was the
recipient of the Individual Award. Richard has been a Vincentian for

over 50 years and serves in leadership as Treasurer for 27 years.
Nominated by his conference presidents, Richard is recognized as one
who “leads by example with a generous heart, humble spirit and quiet

personal style that makes a positive and lasting impression on
others...Richard is an every-day ambassador for the Society.” Thank you

for modeling Vincentian service within your community! 

St. Mary Conference R. Rainer center front Photo courtesy of W. Ramus

mailto:dpogodzinski@svdpmilw.org


News & Events
More Congratulations!

We are pleased to announce that All Saints Conference was awarded a grant
of $5000 by the National Council for the 2026 Friends of the Poor North
Central Region awards. With this award they will be able to expand their
provisions for neighbors in need of rent and utility assistance as well as bed
requests for families in need. Thank you for the care you provide for our
central city residents!

We congratulate our newest members who recently completed
the Ozanam Orientation. Welcome to the Vincentian family!
Rose A.- Our Lady of Lourdes
Caroline C.- St. Josaphat
Thomas C. - St. Veronica
Lynn E.- Our Lady of Lourdes
Rose G. - St. Matthias
Sybille H. - St. Margaret Mary

Pat K.- Gesu
Leslie M. - St. Veronica
Nancy M.- St. Margaret Mary
Mary R.- St. Monica/St. Eugene
Charlie R.- St. Monica/St. Eugene
Ellen S. St. - Matthias

We are excited to share the news that two new conferences have joined our
Milwaukee Council. We ask for your prayers and welcome to members of the
St. Monica-St. Eugene conference in the Northeast area and the St. Martin of
Tours conference in the Southwest area.  May they be blessed as they grow in
friendship and enriched in their path to holiness in service to our neighbors.
Our newest members are eager to serve! If you would like to mentor leaders
or have opportunities for members to shadow your conference activities,
please contact Maria at mwelz@svdpmilw.org 414-667-0245.

North Central Region Meeting: Lead with
Love Serve with Humility
July 9-11, 2026 Green Bay WI
Registration is now open and you are warmly
invited to join in this annual regional gathering to
deepen your commitment to the Society’s three
essential elements: spirituality, friendship and
service.  Click links below:
Registration and hotel accommodations
Schedule of Events

mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
https://meetingssvdpusa.regfox.com/2026-svdp-north-central-regional-meeting
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/NCR-2026-Agenda.pdf


Standards of Excellence Assessment by Conference Members
In following the Minimum Requirements for Existing Traditional Conferences, it’s time
for conference members to work together on their 2026 assessment. The
document details have been emailed to Conference Presidents. Questions?
Contact Maria. 

News & Events

Milwaukee Council President Election
A ballot for the Milwaukee District Council President for the term beginning
October 1, 2026-September 30, 2029 was mailed to all Conference Presidents on
June 5th. Biographical information and a statement of assent for nominee, Laura
Engel, were included with the ballot. Conferences also have the option of voting
for a write-in cadidate if they so choose. Please prayerfully conduct the process of
election as a conference as noted on the ballot information. Ballots must be
received by June 30 . If you have any questions, please contact Executive
Director, Debbie Duskey at dduskey@svdpmilw.org or at 414-667-0241.

th

Milwaukee Council Area Chairperson Nominations
You are all leaders in your service within the Society. Your hearts and will are
inclined toward God’s call to serve those most in need partnering with each other.
Leadership as an Area Chairperson is partnering with fellow Vincentians, as well,
listening to and sharing with them to enrich, improve and strengthen our Council.
How might the Spirit be calling you to Council leadership? Area chair nomination
information will be emailed at the end of June. Prayerfully consider if you or a
fellow Vincentian might serve well in this role.  Click here for the description of
the Area Chairperson duties.

Description of Conference Officer Duties
Conference Officer Election Process
Discussion Questions on Leadership

Discernment Process 
Presentation Recording

Conference Officer and Succession Planning
“Leadership is essential to help make the Society a more effective source of help to
the needy and allows fresh ideas to be brought into the operation of conferences.”
Now is the time to make a plan for the future of your conference leadership. Is it
time for your conference to elect a new President? Has your conference President
served more than a 6-year term? Discuss and discern leadership succession for the
vitality of your conference.

mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
mailto:dduskey@svdpmilw.org
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Area-Chairperson-Job-Description-5-22-2026.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Conference-Officer-duties-Rev-2023.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Election-Process-Conference-2023MKE.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Questions-to-Consider-for-Conference-Leadership.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Discernment_-Making-Inspired-Choices-_-Loyola-Press.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJh3lCbhXpw&t=30s


VIRTUS Online: Milwaukee SVDP Society Safeguarding
VIRTUS is the Milwaukee Archdiocesan Council comprehensive safeguarding platform. The
three components for compliance with the Safeguarding Policy can be completed individually
online.

New members of the Society are required to complete the VIRTUS components before
interacting with Those We Serve. 
Current members who previously completed the components on the Catholic Mutual
Group platform are compliant unless they have a renewal due. Please check your status at
www.virtusonline.org or contact Maria.
Those who have absolutely NO PUBLIC INTERACTION (NPI) with Those We Serve, must still
have this status recorded on the VIRTUS database. Please notify Maria of those who fall
into this NPI category.
One first-time only exception is permitted when a new person is discerning if our service is
something they wish to continue doing.

Thanks for your kind attention as our Council remains dedicated to protecting those we serve.

May 2026 
Appliances- 61
Beds- 104
Food- 4
Furniture & Household- 183
Rent & Utilities- 7
Other- 43
Referrals Made to Conferences: 221

April 2026
Appliances- 137
Beds- 146
Food- 6
Furniture & Household- 267
Rent & Utilities-10
Other- 73
Referrals Made to Conferences: 338

Intake Summary

News & Events

SAVE THE DATE
We’ve got some dates set on the calendar and hope you’ll mark your as well! Flyer
August 26-Wed.  4:30PM-5:45PM **New & Revised**Treasurer’s Workshop- ALL
treasurers are asked to attend this virtual session which has new information about
the annual report and your role. Presidents and Secretaries are encouraged to
attend to learn how you, too, are involved in the submission of this valuable report.
Registration information coming soon.
September 25-Fri. 10:00AM-11:30PM Vincentian Resource Fair- We’ll hear from
local agencies to gather resources to better serve our neighbors. More to come!
October 24-Sat. 9:00AM-11:30AM Appreciation Breakfast and Annual Meeting
We have lots to celebrate! Join in prayer and fellowship for this annual gathering!
November 7-Sat. 9:00AM-2:00PM Ozanam Orientation- Christ King Parish
A refreshing boost for all but a must for new members.

ServWare Training  Training sessions are available for those new to the ServWare
platform and for those who might want to learn more about the many features
available. Register here for  Zoom sessions: June 18 at 6PM and June 25 at 11AM. 

https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/SVDP-Safeguarding-for-SVDP-Members-Overview-11-2025.pdf
https://virtusonline.org/virtus/
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Vincentian-Events-Flyer-2026.pdf
https://forms.gle/Wi9cW97zFV4F4s8R8


CONFERENCE CARES FORM- The new form can be found in your password-protected
ServWare account. If you need a copy by email, please contact Akeera at
akarbouski@svdpmilw.org. 

Neighbor’s Choice Category A significant change on the Cares Form is the Neighbor's
Choice category (formerly known as Cares Mix or Other). If the value of the voucher can be
used by the neighbor to shop for items of his or her choosing, then use the Neighbor’s
Choice category. Otherwise, always list dollar values in the top three categories only. DO
NOT write an amount in Neighbor’s Choice if you list specific amounts within the Household,
Furniture or Clothing categories. These are the items that are billed at ½ price to the
conference.

Need to Know:
Please DO NOT give the NIN a copy of the Cares Form. This can put your conference at risk of
duplicate or falsified forms.
Do not subtotal- just write the maximum amount you allow within each category.
Use the Special Notes line for specific instructions.
The store staff DOES NOT complete or enter forms on your behalf. You need to complete the
PDF-fillable form or take a photo of the completed form and email to cares@svdpmilw.org.
Call Akeera 414-667-0242 or Cindy 414-667-0602 M-F 8AM-3PM if you need assistance. 
If you have provided your email, you will receive an email notification when the form has
been entered into the thrift store’s system.
ServWare administrators: please revise your Assistance Types as needed to reflect the new
Neighbor’s Choice category. Contact Maria 414-667-0245 or mwelz@svdpmilw.org if you need
assistance in ServWare. The updated forms can be found in View>Files/Links>District.
The How to Issue a Gift Certificate guide prices have been updated.
If you are paying for delivery of beds, keep in mind that BEDS ONLY are delivered at a
reduced rate IF you complete the Saturday Bed Deliveries form and email the form to
beds@svdpmilw.org.
Please discard previous versions of the Conference Cares form and the How to Issue a Gift
Certificate guide.

Thank you for your support of our Thrift Stores in providing assistance to neighbors in need.
If you have any questions, please contact:
Mark Dimeo, Stores General Manager Phone: 414-672-2040 Email: mdimeo@svdpmilw.org

Thrift Store Update

mailto:akarbouski@svdpmilw.org
mailto:cares@svdpmilw.org
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/How-to-Issue-a-Gift-Certificate-Guide-4-2026.pdf
mailto:beds@svdpmilw.org
mailto:mdimeo@svdpmilw.org


Meal Program

North Meal Site
Harambee Kitchen 
2600 N. 2nd St. 
414-249-3866 
 harambee@svdpmilw.org

Serving
Mon.-Fri. 5:30PM-6:15PM

 

South Meal Site     
Cross Roads Kitchen              
931 W. Madison St. 
414-649-9555     
crossroads@svdpmilw.org                

Serving
Sun.-Fri. 5:30PM-6:15PM     

 

 Meal Program Manager - Peggy West-Schroder
 pwest@svdpmilw.org 414-722-1353 

We are so grateful for volunteers who show care for our meal site guests by preparing,
welcoming and serving at our meal sites. Any time you have to give is truly a blessing!

 Using the Sign-Up Genius account links below helps us to be prepared and to
support volunteers in how they serve.  Please pre-register!

Thrift Stores
GREENFIELD  4476 S. 108 St.  414-377-9077  
Mon.- Sat. 9:00AM - 7:00PM   Sun. 11:00AM-6:00PM 
   Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM Sun. 11AM-4PM

LINCOLN 2320 W. Lincoln Ave. 414-672-2040 
Mon.- Fri. 9:00AM - 7:00PM Sat. 9:00AM-6:00PM
Sun. Closed 
   Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM 

BRADLEY 8010 N. 76 St. 414-363-8099
Mon.- Fri. 9:00AM - 7:00PM Sat. 9:00AM-6:00PM 
Sun. Closed 
  Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM 

Donations Pick-Up Line 414-462-7863 Ext. 113

Summer Time Volunteers are Greatly Appreciated
Save the date for the Meal Site summer block parties!

Wed. August 12 at South-Cross Roads Kitchen 
Thurs. August 13 at North- Harambee Kitchen

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A49A5AA2AA4FA7-61375955-harambee#/
mailto:harambee@svdpmilw.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A49A5AA2AA4FA7-61248149-svdp#/
mailto:crossroads@svdpmilw.org
mailto:pwest@svdpmilw.org


Housing Resources
Community Advocates: List of housing resources
Eviction Fact Sheet
Eviction Timeline: English Flyer    Spanish Flyer

Medical Resource: Listing of Free & Charitable Clinics

Energy Assistance: Community Advocates    We Energies

Workforce Development Job Centers

Senior Transportation Options

Resources
Milwaukee County Dept. of Health &Human Services
Milwaukee County Older Adults Services

Food Resources from Hunger Task Force
To someone looking for a meal provider or a food pantry closer to them,
check out our interactive map: Milwaukee County Emergency Food
Distribution - Google My Maps
To someone seeking help with FoodShare: Direct them to our FoodShare
resource webpage or an Advocate: Food Share Resources
FoodShare recipients should ensure their contact information is up to
date to receive future updates

Click on the Vincentian Shared Resources link below for resources shared
by Vincentians to benefit neighbors. Please check accuracy of information
before distributing. If you have resources to share, please email Maria.

Vincentian Shared Resources 

Check our website for resources: SVDP-MKE Website Resources 

https://svdpmilw.org/uploads/Housing%20Resources-%20Community%20Advocates%202025.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/uploads/Eviction%20Fact%20Sheet%20EN.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/uploads/Eviction%20Timeline%20EN.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/uploads/Eviction%20Timeline%20ES.pdf
https://www.wafcclinics.org/find-a-clinic.html
https://communityadvocates.net/what-we-do/energy-assistance.html
https://www.we-energies.com/payment-bill/wi-energy-assistance
https://milwaukeenns.org/2026/02/08/wisconsin-job-centers-work-employment-training-workforce-development/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NNS%20Daily%3A%20February%209%2C%202026&utm_source=10&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Here%20s%20how%20to%20get%20free%20tax%20help%20in%20Milwaukee%20in%202026&utm_campaign=NNS%20Daily%3A%20February%209%2C%202026
https://milwaukeenns.org/2026/02/17/here-are-transportation-services-for-seniors-in-milwaukee-county/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NNS%20Daily%3A%20February%2018%2C%202026&utm_source=10&utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Nearly%20two%20years%20after%20SDC%20shutdown%2C%20former%20workers%20and%20contractors%20still%20seek%20payment&utm_campaign=NNS%20Daily%3A%20February%2018%2C%202026
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/DHHS
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/DHHS/Older-Adults-Services
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1n6nH6nEuSIKBK01RLMJXvWva_WoeKM-X&ll=43.03795164733713%2C-88.00169474900245&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1n6nH6nEuSIKBK01RLMJXvWva_WoeKM-X&ll=43.03795164733713%2C-88.00169474900245&z=12
https://www.hungertaskforce.org/get-help/foodshare-resources/
https://access.wi.gov/s/?language=en_US
https://access.wi.gov/s/?language=en_US
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1PjWo-Oa6Bf3sQAg-8x0jD5HO0jrydO8L?usp=sharing
https://svdpmilw.org/vincentians-vicentinos.aspx



