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AUGUST
12 South Meal Site-Cross Roads Block Party
13 North Meal Site-Harambee Block Party
26 Secretary & Treasurer Workshop- 4:30PM Virtual

SEPTEMBER
7 Both Meal Sites Closed/Council Office Closed
9 Bl. Frederic Ozanam Feast Day
9-12 National Assembly- Salt Lake City, UT
12 Voice for the Poor Committee Meeting 9AM
23 Growth & Revitalization Committee 4:15PM
25 Vincentian Resource Fair 10AM Wauwatosa Library
27 St. Vincent de Paul Feast Day

A Vincentian  Minute
It’s summer fun time! Take a quick minute to click on the image below for
a reflection about the life of St. Louise de Marrillac. In God’s providence,

St. Louise along with St. Vincent de Paul co-founded the Daughters of
Charity. Did you know that Blessed Frederic’s devotion to Mary was
influenced by the appearance of Mary to Sr. Catherine Laboure, a

Daughter of Charity, in Paris in 1830, and the events surrounding the
Miraculous Medal? (Manual 3.4) The Association of the Miraculous Medal

promotes Vincentian charism with engaging short videos. Enjoy! 

Intake Summary
June 2026

Appliances- 112
Beds- 168
Food- 14
Furniture & Household- 298
Rent & Utilities-32
Other- 88
Referrals Made to Conferences: 380

July 2026 
Appliances-183
Beds- 166
Food- 8
Furniture & Household- 260
Rent & Utilities- 26
Other- 70
Referrals Made to Conferences: 387

CONTACT US: PO BOX 26537 | MILWAUKEE 53226 |(414) 462-7837
COUNCIL@SVDPMILW.ORG | FAX (414) 462-5458| WWW.SVDPMILW.ORG

https://famvin.org/en/2026/07/31/st-louise-de-marillac-the-reel-story/
https://www.facebook.com/svdpmilw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/society-of-st-vincent-de-paul-milwaukee/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=3F2K9TFY5QNKJ
mailto:Council@svdpmilw.org
http://www.svdpmilw.org/


Community News
Support for Neenah/Menasha and Appleton Councils 

Affected by Devastating Tornado

Members have inquired about how they can support the SVDP Society
conferences and councils, in the areas affected by the July 27  storm and
tornado. First and foremost, please keep the Neenah/ Menasha and Appleton
communities in your prayers. God has provided a shield of protection on the
local Thrift Stores and Vinnie’s Pantry with minor damage and disruption of
services. However, some members and employees were personally affected
by the havoc of this natural disaster. We have been informed of the following
opportunities to provide critical financial support. Thank you for considering
these opportunities in your charitable giving and twinning.

th

Neenah/Menasha Council
To donate to Hope After the Storm mail a check to the address below.
Important: Please write HOPE in the memo field. For more information about
the Community Recovery Fund visit: https://www.svdpneenah.org/
St. Vincent de Paul Neenah/Menasha
Attn: Heather Clohessy
1425 S Commercial St
Neenah, WI 54956

Appleton Council
Donations will help to offset operational expense deficit and support the
Conference Assistance Fund. Please write Disaster Relief in the memo field.
St. Vincent de Paul Society of Appleton, Inc.
1924 W. College Ave
Appleton, WI 54915

SVDP-WI Disaster Services
The SVDP-WI Fund provides resources to councils responding to disaster-
related needs. This is a state-wide fund but you may note if you would like to
restrict your donation to a particular area.
Disaster Services Corp – SVDP USA
511 E. John Carpenter Freeway
Suite 500
Irving, TX 75062

Affected councils will host events/fundraisers, and your participation will be
deeply appreciated. More details will be shared as they become available.
Requests for non‑monetary items (Furniture, clothing, housewares, etc.) will
also be communicated as needs are requested. Thank you for your
generousity and prayers.



Fundraising & Marketing

The 2026 Giving from the Heart Gala is less than two months away! 

Save the Date: Thursday, Oct. 1st

Thanks to the Vincentians who have donated items for or volunteered to help with
our Silent Auction. And thanks to those who have volunteered to help at the event.

Registration for the Gala will open very soon, but here is the cost to attend this
year’s event:
Individual Ticket Price: $100 per person
Table Price: $700 table of 8

These prices are good through September 10. After that date, the cost to attend
will increase to: 

Individual Ticket Price: $125 per person
Table Price: $800 table of 8

If you wish to donate to the silent auction, or sponsor our event, please contact
Tyler Curtis (Director of Development and Marketing Communications) at
tcurtis@svdpmilw.org or 414-285-5515. 
Thanks!

mailto:tcurtis@svdpmilw.org


Vincentian News & Events
Vincentian Awareness Month begins on September 27th and continues through
October. Thank fellow parishioners for their support, inform them of your works
and needs and invite new members. Resource Booklet will be ready mid-August.
Share the good news of Vincentian Life!
Annual Report Workshop | Wednesday, August 26 | 4:30PM-6:00PM | Zoom
This workshop is ideal for those who are new to their roles as Secretary,
Treasurer or President. Topics include Secretary and Treasurer duties,
requirements of IRS & SVDP Rule, detailed review of Annual Report sections,
ServWare summary, and resources.  Please register by August 24 for Zoom link.
Safeguarding Training | Wednesday, September 23 | 9:00AM-12:30PM |
Wauwatosa Public Library Conference Room A | 7635 W. North Ave., Wauwatosa
This session is for members who DO NOT have computer access and need
assistance to complete safeguarding requirements on the VIRTUS Online platform.
Space is limited. Contact Maria at 414-667-0245 to register.
Resource Fair | Friday, September 25 | 10:00AM- 11:30PM | Wauwatosa Public
Library Firefly Room | 7635 W. North Ave. ~ Presentations and resources will
equip Vincentians with knowledge on helpful services for neighbors in need. 
Vincentian Appreciation Breakfast & Annual Meeting | Saturday, October 24 |
9:00AM-11:30AM | St. Alphonsus Church Hall | 6060 W. Loomis Rd., Greendale
~ Enjoy breakfast on us as we join in fellowship and prayer, commission our new
Council President and honor milestone years of service followed by the annual
membership meeting. Save the date. 
Ozanam Orientation | Saturday, November 7 | 9:00AM-2:00PM | Christ King
Parish Center | 2604 N. Swan Blvd.~ New members are asked to attend an
orientation within the first year of Society membership. Learn history, heritage
and home visit basics which will enrich your understanding of your Vincentian call
to service. Register by October 30th.  
Conference Presidents Orientation | Thursday, November 12 | 12:30PM-2:00PM
This meeting is ideal for those new to the role of Conference Presidents or those
within their first term and Vice Presidents who offer a supportive hand in
leadership. Register by November 5th.

Standards of Excellence Assessment by Conference Members
The Minimum Requirements for Existing Traditional Conferences provide a guideline
for assessment of conference vitality. Conference members should work together
to complete this self-assessment. Please submit your conference assessment
summary sheet by September 30th.These Standards of Excellence materials
are available on our website. Questions? Contact Maria. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/qnLHFV90QU6CKeCs1eg2bw
https://forms.gle/H1zr1dCXMxpDwoWQ9
https://forms.gle/b9ombA1dgXbCi7Z27
https://forms.gle/b9ombA1dgXbCi7Z27
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org


Council News

Milwaukee Council Area Chairperson Nominations
You are all leaders in your service within the Society. Your hearts and will are
inclined toward God’s call to serve those most in need partnering with each other.
Leadership as an Area Chairperson is partnering with fellow Vincentians, as well,
listening to and sharing with them to enrich, improve and strengthen our Council.
How might the Spirit be calling you to Council leadership?  Prayerfully consider if
you or a fellow Vincentian might serve well in this role. Nominations are still
needed for these vital positions!  Click here for the description of the Area
Chairperson duties. Contact Debbie or Maria if you have any questions.

Description of Conference Officer Duties
Conference Officer Election Process

Conference Officer and Succession Planning
“Leadership is essential to help make the Society a more effective source of help
to the needy and allows fresh ideas to be brought into the operation of
conferences.” Now is the time to make a plan for the future of your conference
leadership. Is it time for your conference to elect a new President? Has your
conference President served more than a 6-year term? Discuss and discern
leadership succession to enrich your Vincentian zeal.

Special Announcement!
We are pleased to announce that Laura Engel, a member of St.
Mary’s conference in Hales Corners, has been elected as the
Milwaukee District Council President with a term beginning on
October 1, 2026. Please join us in congratulating Laura by
attending the Vincentian Appreciation Breakfast/Annual
Membership Meeting on Saturday, October 24 . She will be
installed during a commissioning ceremony at this event. Laura’s
faith-filled heart and servant leadership style prevails in her
personal and professional experiences. We thank God for the
blessings He bestows on our Council. 

th

Special Note for Conference Presidents and Treasurers
 We announce that Dean Pogodzinski, Director of Finance, gave notice that he is
taking on another position and will be working for SVDP Society of Milwaukee
through August 28 . We have hired someone for the position of Director of
Finance who will be starting on August 17  . We wish the best to Dean and his
family and thank him for his strong leadership in his role with us. If you have any
questions, please contact Debbie Duskey at dduskey@svdpmilw.org or 414-667-
0241.

th

th

https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Area-Chairperson-Job-Description-5-22-2026.pdf
mailto:dduskey@svdpmilw.org
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Conference-Officer-duties-Rev-2023.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Election-Process-Conference-2023MKE.pdf
mailto:dduskey@svdpmilw.org


Milwaukee SVDP Society Safeguarding

VIRTUS is the Milwaukee Archdiocesan Council comprehensive safeguarding platform.
The three components for compliance with the Safeguarding Policy can be
completed individually online.

New members of the Society are required to complete the VIRTUS components
before interacting with Those We Serve. 
Current members who previously completed the components on the Catholic
Mutual Group platform are compliant unless they have a renewal due. Please
check your status at www.virtusonline.org or contact Maria.
Those who have absolutely NO PUBLIC INTERACTION (NPI) with Those We Serve,
must still have this status recorded on the VIRTUS database. Please notify Maria
of those who fall into this NPI category.
One first-time only exception is permitted when a new person is discerning if our
service is something they wish to continue doing.
An in-person training is available on Wednesday, September 23  for those who do
NOT have computer access and need assistance to complete the components.
Space is limited. Please contact Maria at 414-667-0245 to register.

rd

Thanks for your kind attention as our Council remains dedicated to protecting those
we serve.

 Council News

Ozanam Orientation Presenter Training 
The North Central Region is providing a special training opportunity for Vincentians
to help bring the good news of the Society to our newest members.  Increasing the
number of available presenters will help to increase the number of Ozanam
Orientations that can be provided. Share your personal stories along with the
prepared material on our History, Spirituality, and Vincentian life with others. Please
consider attending a training to learn more about Ozanam Orientation presenters.
Click here for registration link.

https://svdpmilw.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/SVDP-Safeguarding-for-SVDP-Members-Overview-11-2025.pdf
https://virtusonline.org/virtus/
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
mailto:mwelz@svdpmilw.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44ACAB2AAA8-64668320-north#/


North Central Region Meeting Quick Notes
Most Reverend David Ricken, Bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay encourages

Vincentians to reflect on Romans 8:26. The Holy Spirit sends the fire of Divine Love into your

heart. In your interactions with Neighbors in Need, first seek to understand than to be

understood. Present a posture of accepting others as they are to show them that we, the

Society of St. Vincent de Paul, care. Be the best Vincentian you can be: Reflect on your

Vincentian life 3 mo., 6 mo., etc. ago, how have you grown or developed? Every day is an

opportunity to grow and to bring the Vincentian face forward. 

Most  Reverend Bishop Donald Hying, Bishop of the Diocese of Madison draws us always

into Kenosis, the emptying of ourselves. Dependence is where Jesus wants us to be as we

are not sufficient unto ourselves. The value of the home visit is threefold: Visibility, Availability

and Vulnerability. Because you are visible, the NIN will always remember that you were there.

Home visits are inconvenient- we go anyway.  Being available allows God to use you. God is

always going to bless and do something wonderful in your vulnerability. Reflect on the 2

chapter of  Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.

nd

Susan Wiland- North Central Regional Vice President- The Vincentian Why: Powered by
Belief Inspired by Simon Sinek’s book, Start with Why, Susan reminds us to stay mission

focused rather than program focused. Our Why approach invites us and others to encounter

Christ, live faith through love, serve in humility and grow in holiness.  This is where people

feel they belong and are transformed! When our Why is clear, our relationships, decisions,

conversations, funding priorities and governance look different. 

Membership Growth & Leadership Development (MGLD)Committee- Just Ask | Who’s
Next? The Just Ask | Who’s Next? campaign will encourage membership growth and the

development of leaders. We are all invited to just ask- share the news of your Vincentian life

and ask others to join you. A Just Ask Scorecard will help make this a fun endeavor to highlight

our progress and win prizes from the National Incentive Program! Leadership development

will provide annual retreats and training webinars as well as mentorship support. More to

come!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GsxrQ53pUMQ259h8Tez90nRhG0ubeyR8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GsxrQ53pUMQ259h8Tez90nRhG0ubeyR8/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11N5caP-ZuFv9Kyt89akIJkeXnY78_6x4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11N5caP-ZuFv9Kyt89akIJkeXnY78_6x4/view


Thrift Stores

Meal Program

North Meal Site
Harambee Kitchen 
2600 N. 2nd St. 
414-249-3866 
 harambee@svdpmilw.org

Serving
Mon.-Fri. 5:30PM-6:15PM

 

South Meal Site     
Cross Roads Kitchen              
931 W. Madison St. 
414-649-9555     
crossroads@svdpmilw.org                

Serving
Sun.-Fri. 5:30PM-6:15PM     

 

 Meal Program Manager - Peggy West-Schroder
 pwest@svdpmilw.org 414-722-1353 

We are so grateful for volunteers who show care for our meal site guests by preparing,
welcoming and serving at our meal sites. Any time you have to give is truly a blessing!

 Using the Sign-Up Genius account links below helps us to be prepared and to
support volunteers in how they serve.  Please pre-register!

GREENFIELD  4476 S. 108 St.  414-377-9077  
Mon.- Sat. 9:00AM - 7:00PM   Sun. 11:00AM-6:00PM 
   Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM Sun. 11AM-4PM

LINCOLN 2320 W. Lincoln Ave. 414-672-2040 
Mon.- Fri. 9:00AM - 7:00PM Sat. 9:00AM-6:00PM
Sun. Closed 
   Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM 

BRADLEY 8010 N. 76 St. 414-363-8099
Mon.- Fri. 9:00AM - 7:00PM Sat. 9:00AM-6:00PM 
Sun. Closed 
  Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM 

Donations Pick-Up Line 414-462-7863 Ext. 113

 Meal Site summer block parties
Wed. August 12 at South-Cross Roads Kitchen 
Thurs. August 13 at North- Harambee Kitchen

All three Thrift Stores will be open 9:00AM-4:00PM
on Monday, September 7th.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A49A5AA2AA4FA7-61375955-harambee#/
mailto:harambee@svdpmilw.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A49A5AA2AA4FA7-61248149-svdp#/
mailto:crossroads@svdpmilw.org
mailto:pwest@svdpmilw.org


Housing Resources
Community Advocates: List of housing resources
Eviction Fact Sheet
Eviction Timeline: English Flyer    Spanish Flyer

Energy Assistance: Community Advocates    We Energies

Resources

Milwaukee County Dept. of Health &Human Services
Milwaukee County Older Adults Services

Food Resources from Hunger Task Force
To someone looking for a meal provider or a food pantry closer to them,
check out this interactive map: Milwaukee County Emergency Food
Distribution - Google My Maps
To someone seeking help with FoodShare: Direct them to the FoodShare
resource webpage or an Advocate: Food Share Resources
FoodShare recipients should ensure their contact information is up to
date to receive future updates

Check our website for resources: SVDP-MKE Website Resources

Let’s bridge the digital divide!
Share this resource with

Neighbors in Need or enroll
yourself in a program to enhance

your technology skills. Laptop
devices are provided at NO COST

to those who register for and
attend a skills class. 

Plenty to choose from! 
Learn more: 

Techquity- United Way
Wisconsin 

https://svdpmilw.org/uploads/Housing%20Resources-%20Community%20Advocates%202025.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/uploads/Eviction%20Fact%20Sheet%20EN.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/uploads/Eviction%20Timeline%20EN.pdf
https://svdpmilw.org/uploads/Eviction%20Timeline%20ES.pdf
https://communityadvocates.net/what-we-do/energy-assistance.html
https://www.we-energies.com/payment-bill/wi-energy-assistance
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/DHHS
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/DHHS/Older-Adults-Services
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1n6nH6nEuSIKBK01RLMJXvWva_WoeKM-X&ll=43.03795164733713%2C-88.00169474900245&z=12
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1n6nH6nEuSIKBK01RLMJXvWva_WoeKM-X&ll=43.03795164733713%2C-88.00169474900245&z=12
https://www.hungertaskforce.org/get-help/foodshare-resources/
https://access.wi.gov/s/?language=en_US
https://access.wi.gov/s/?language=en_US
https://svdpmilw.org/vincentians-vicentinos.aspx
https://www.techquitywi.org/
https://www.techquitywi.org/



	AUGUST 2026
	FROM THE HEART
	A MONTHLY SVDP MKE VINCENTIAN NEWSLETTER
	A Vincentian  Minute

	CALENDAR OF EVENTS
	Intake Summary
	CONTACT US: PO BOX 26537 | MILWAUKEE 53226 |(414) 462-7837 COUNCIL@SVDPMILW.ORG | FAX (414) 462-5458| WWW.SVDPMILW.ORG


	Community News
	Support for Neenah/Menasha and Appleton Councils  Affected by Devastating Tornado

	Fundraising & Marketing
	The 2026 Giving from the Heart Gala is less than two months away!
	Save the Date: Thursday, Oct. 1st

	Vincentian News & Events
	Council News
	Description of Conference Officer Duties Conference Officer Election Process

	Council News
	Milwaukee SVDP Society Safeguarding
	Ozanam Orientation Presenter Training  The North Central Region is providing a special training opportunity for Vincentians to help bring the good news of the Society to our newest members.  Increasing the number of available presenters will help to increase the number of Ozanam Orientations that can be provided. Share your personal stories along with the prepared material on our History, Spirituality, and Vincentian life with others. Please consider attending a training to learn more about Ozanam Orientation presenters. Click here for registration link.


	North Central Region Meeting Quick Notes Most Reverend David Ricken, Bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay encourages Vincentians to reflect on Romans 8:26. The Holy Spirit sends the fire of Divine Love into your heart. In your interactions with Neighbors in Need, first seek to understand than to be understood. Present a posture of accepting others as they are to show them that we, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, care. Be the best Vincentian you can be: Reflect on your Vincentian life 3 mo., 6 mo., etc. ago, how have you grown or developed? Every day is an opportunity to grow and to bring the Vincentian face forward.  Most  Reverend Bishop Donald Hying, Bishop of the Diocese of Madison draws us always into Kenosis, the emptying of ourselves. Dependence is where Jesus wants us to be as we are not sufficient unto ourselves. The value of the home visit is threefold: Visibility, Availability and Vulnerability. Because you are visible, the NIN will always remember that you were there. Home visits are inconvenient- we go anyway.  Being available allows God to use you. God is always going to bless and do something wonderful in your vulnerability. Reflect on the 2nd chapter of  Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. Susan Wiland- North Central Regional Vice President- The Vincentian Why: Powered by Belief Inspired by Simon Sinek’s book, Start with Why, Susan reminds us to stay mission focused rather than program focused. Our Why approach invites us and others to encounter Christ, live faith through love, serve in humility and grow in holiness.  This is where people feel they belong and are transformed! When our Why is clear, our relationships, decisions, conversations, funding priorities and governance look different.  Membership Growth & Leadership Development (MGLD)Committee- Just Ask | Who’s Next? The Just Ask | Who’s Next? campaign will encourage membership growth and the development of leaders. We are all invited to just ask- share the news of your Vincentian life and ask others to join you. A Just Ask Scorecard will help make this a fun endeavor to highlight our progress and win prizes from the National Incentive Program! Leadership development will provide annual retreats and training webinars as well as mentorship support. More to come!
	Meal Program
	Meal Site summer block parties Wed. August 12 at South-Cross Roads Kitchen  Thurs. August 13 at North- Harambee Kitchen
	South Meal Site      Cross Roads Kitchen               931 W. Madison St.  414-649-9555      crossroads@svdpmilw.org                 Serving Sun.-Fri. 5:30PM-6:15PM
	North Meal Site Harambee Kitchen  2600 N. 2nd St.  414-249-3866   harambee@svdpmilw.org Serving Mon.-Fri. 5:30PM-6:15PM
	Meal Program Manager - Peggy West-Schroder  pwest@svdpmilw.org 414-722-1353

	Thrift Stores
	All three Thrift Stores will be open 9:00AM-4:00PM on Monday, September 7th.
	GREENFIELD  4476 S. 108 St.  414-377-9077   Mon.- Sat. 9:00AM - 7:00PM   Sun. 11:00AM-6:00PM     Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM Sun. 11AM-4PM
	LINCOLN 2320 W. Lincoln Ave. 414-672-2040  Mon.- Fri. 9:00AM - 7:00PM Sat. 9:00AM-6:00PM        Sun. Closed     Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM
	BRADLEY 8010 N. 76 St. 414-363-8099 Mon.- Fri. 9:00AM - 7:00PM Sat. 9:00AM-6:00PM  Sun. Closed    Donations Mon. - Sat. 10AM-5PM
	Donations Pick-Up Line 414-462-7863 Ext. 113

	Resources
	Energy Assistance: Community Advocates    We Energies
	Milwaukee County Dept. of Health &Human Services Milwaukee County Older Adults Services
	Housing Resources Community Advocates: List of housing resources Eviction Fact Sheet Eviction Timeline: English Flyer    Spanish Flyer
	Food Resources from Hunger Task Force



