
St. Vincent de Paul Society   Milwaukee Archdiocese 
 

Voice For the Poor Committee 
 

Minutes from the Meeting held on June 13, 2026 
 
 

In Attendance: David Anderson, Dave Busch, Armand Carriere, Michael Drees, Jim Erven, 
Richard Fedler, Tom Jozwik, Tim Lanari, E. Michael McCann, and John Weber 
 
 
Call to Order:   
The meeting officially kicked off at 9:05 AM with all members praying together, the Opening 
Prayer for SVDP Society meetings. 
 
 
Approval of the Minutes: The Minutes from our meeting held on May 9, 2026 were sent to the 
Committee members before this meeting.  The Chairperson asked the members if they had 
noticed any errors or omissions in those minutes. No errors were reported, so the Chairperson 
asked for approval of the minutes. The minutes were approved as submitted, by a verbal general 
consensus with no one opposed. 
 
 
Subcommittee Updates: 
 
Energy – Dave Busch reported We Energies filed an application to change electric rates and 
natural gas charges in 2027 and 2028. 
We Energies is seeking total increases of $480 million over the next two years for its electric and 
natural gas utilities. This case comes after We Energies customers already saw double-digit hikes 
phased in over 2023-24 and 2025-26. 
CUB will be actively involved in the case, searching for savings and opportunities to pare back the 
size of the increase. Here are some key facts about their proposal: 
In PSC case 5-UR-112, We Energies is requesting: 
Electricity bills: Requested electricity hike for 2027: $168.7 million, or 4.6% 
Requested electricity hike for 2028: $178.4 million, 4.5% on top of the requested 2025 increase 
Total requested increase for 2027-28: $347.1 million, 9.3% above current prices 
Residential impact: 14-15%, phased in over two years.  
For a typical customer using 660 kWh per month: $144 bill today would rise by $13 in 2027 and 
another $8 to $9 in 2028, for a total of $22 above today’s costs. That’s another $262 per year by 
2028. 
Natural Gas bills: Wisconsin Gas: $59.4 million in 2027, $37.2 million in 2028. Total increase: 
$96.6 million.  Wisconsin Electric Gas Operations (serving southeastern Wisconsin) 
$2 million in 2025, $33 million in 2026. Total increase: $35 million. 
We Energies attributes the increase to power plant projects that it’s building to meet increasing 
demand for electricity. This includes solar and battery projects that would start and be paid for in 
2027 and a new natural gas plant in Oak Creek that would hit bills in 2028. 
Other factors include: inflation, the utility’s request for higher profits and higher fuel costs to buy 
electricity from the Point Beach Nuclear Plant. 

https://apps.psc.wi.gov/APPS/dockets/content/detail.aspx?id=5&case=UR&num=112
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SPOTLIGHT ON PROFITS:  CUB urges the PSC to make progress in reducing profits.  
In the new proposal, the utility wants to hike its return on equity back to 9.9%. We Energies also 
seeks a “capital structure” change that would allow it to profit even more than it does already. 
Wisconsin investor-owned utilities already receive the fifth highest profit rates in the country, 
forcing customers to shoulder energy bills that are too high. 
The parent company of We Energies, WEC Energy Group, reported total profit of more than $1.6 
billion in 2025. The majority of the multi-state utility company’s profits come from its Wisconsin 
utilities.  CUB is concerned that utility customers of We Energies are paying among the highest 
rates in the Midwest.  
Customers’ bills have more than doubled over the past 25 years, at a rate faster than the inflation 
rate. Shareholders of We Energies’ parent company, WEC Energy Group, have done exceedingly 
well during that time, with gains for WEC outperforming not only other utilities, but the S&P 500 as 
a whole. 
EXPECTED TIMELINE: 

• April 1: Application filed in PSC Docket 5-UR-112 
• Spring/Summer: PSC Audit, Analysis 
• August-September: CUB experts, PSC staff, other groups weigh in 
• Likely in September: Hearing for utility, CUB, PSC staff, other groups 
• September/October:  Public Hearing. Subscribe to CUB Updates to stay in the loop. 
• Likely October: Last day to submit public comments on the case. 
• Likely in November: PSC Open Meeting to decide the case 
• Likely in December: PSC Decision to be issued 

Tim Lanari asked if Alliant Energy, which serves the Fondu Lac county area, was a part of the rate 
increase case. Busch could not recall this at the moment but noted that Alliant Energy is not part 
of the W E Group.  Michael Drees found information before our meeting ended, that confirmed 
Alliant Energy has already gotten approval for a rate hike in 2027. Residential electric rates will go 
up by six percent and natural gas rates will go up by two percent. Drees added that Alliant actually 
enjoys a higher profit margin than W E Energy (WE at 18%, Alliant at 20%). 
 
 
Criminal Justice -  E. Michael McCann reminded us that because the legislature is in recess for 
the remainder of the year, there are currently no new bills to consider. 
McCann did report on two important court cases that could affect changes to local laws.  
The first court case comes from California wherein the Supreme Court decided that the parents of 
children considering gender reidentification have a right to know. 
The U.S. Supreme Court issued a decision in March 2026 siding with parents in [Mirabelli v. 
Bonta], blocking California's policies and reinstating a lower court injunction that prevents public 
schools from hiding a student's social gender transition or gender expression from parents. 
The majority found that parents likely hold a federal constitutional right under the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments to direct the upbringing of their children and to be fully informed if a child 
expresses gender incongruence or adopts alternate names and pronouns at school. 
The California Attorney General is now contending that the parents right to know does not give 
them the right to control. McCann Is certain that the parents do expressly have the right to control 
their child’s decisions. 
The second equally important case, also comes out of California, is surrounding abortion pill 
reversals (APR). 
According to a pair of religious organizations, the process of medication abortion can be reversed 
if a pregnant person begins taking a hormone called progesterone after they’ve taken the abortion 
drug mifepristone. Medication abortion typically uses a combination of two drugs — mifepristone 
and misoprostol — taken within 24 to 48 hours of each other to terminate an early pregnancy. HBI 

https://cubwi.org/we-energies-rate-hike-for-2027-and-2028/
https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/CommissionActions/PublicParticipation.aspx
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/APPS/dockets/content/detail.aspx?id=5&case=UR&num=112
https://cubwi.org/subscribe/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/03/divided-court-sides-with-parents-in-dispute-over-california-policies-on-transgender-students/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2026/03/divided-court-sides-with-parents-in-dispute-over-california-policies-on-transgender-students/
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and RealOptions claim that if a pregnant person takes high doses of the hormone progesterone 
after taking the first drug, mifepristone, it will safely and effectively cancel the effects of the 
mifepristone.  
But in a bench trial in Alameda County Superior Court, the state of California says the claims by 
Heartbeat International and RealOptions Inc. — who say they provide information and access to 
abortion pill reversal protocol — that the treatment is safe and effective are false and misleading.  
California Attorney General Rob Bonta said no studies have shown abortion pill reversal to be 
safe and effective. However, there have been no public complaints filed from women who have 
taken the APR pill. Heartbeat International released its full deidentified dataset—8,800 patient 
entries—to the Attorney General during the litigation. The AG’s own expert, never reviewed it. The 
data showed that out of 8,800 cases, only three women needed transfusions (and two of those 
hadn’t taken their progesterone), or that there were just 11 hospital admissions and 88 ER visits. 
The trial is set to begin on June 24 and is expected to take six weeks. 
Post Meeting Note: The presentation of the evidence concluded on Thursday July 30, and is 
pending a decision as of this writing. 
 
 
Housing -  John Weber reported that homeless Milwaukeeans could soon receive $2.5 million in 
federal funding through a tenant based rental assistance program under a new proposal from 
Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley and the county’s Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
According to a news release from the Crowley administration, money from the Home Investment 
Partnership Program federal block grant would be reallocated toward the county’s Tenant- Based 
Rent Assistance Program.  The program can fund security deposits and up to two years rental 
assistance for those who meet the federal definition of homelessness.  
The grant has been given to states and local governments and is dedicated to creating affordable 
housing.  
Over the last decade, the county has reduced its unsheltered homelessness by 75%, according to 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Milwaukee County’s Housing First 
approach was featured in a nationwide documentary, “Beyond the Bridge,’ in 2024. 
“This investment is critical to address homelessness in our community. We have demonstrated 
proven success with our Housing First philosophy since 2015, seeing a sizable drop in our 
unsheltered count” said James Mathy, Administrator, DHHS Housing Services. 
Post Meeting Note: The County Board of Supervisors approved the proposal from Crowley on 
June 26th. 
Next Weber asked us to imagine looking for an apartment for months, and finally finding one you 
can afford. The landlord takes your first month’s rent and security deposit, and you move in 
thinking you’ve found a decent place to live. 
But after a few days, notice a strong smell of weed coming from another apartment on your floor. 
Then you see people constantly coming and going all hours of day and night. You contact your 
landlord to report possible drug activity, and he tells you not to worry about it. 
Sounds far- fetched? Not in Milwaukee. 
Sam Stair , 52 , of Hales Corners, owner of S2 Real Estate Group, was arrested by federal agents 
on April 22 and charged with multiple offenses tied to allegations that he rented homes used for 
drug trafficking.  According to federal authorities, Stair allegedly hired some of these drug dealers 
to provide security and evict tenants who fell behind on rent. Prosecutors also allege he deposited 
income from the stash and trap houses into the same accounts as legitimate rental income to 
conceal the source of the money. 
Fentanyl, cocaine, marijuana and other narcotics, were allegedly being sold out of these 
properties. 

https://www.courthousenews.com/california-ag-sues-anti-abortion-groups-over-false-claims-about-abortion-pill-reversal/
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/County-Executive/News/Milwaukee-County-Board-Approves-Crowleys-Proposal-to-Provide-2.5-Million-in-Rental-Assistance-for-Unhoused-Individuals
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/County-Executive/News/Milwaukee-County-Board-Approves-Crowleys-Proposal-to-Provide-2.5-Million-in-Rental-Assistance-for-Unhoused-Individuals
https://youtu.be/MQFZPy0-TSs?si=Sa9_mDmw4viJn6jS
https://www.fox6now.com/news/milwaukee-drug-properties-landlord-released-jail


 4 

This case shows why Milwaukee would benefit from a Right to Counsel program, which provides 
tenants with free legal representation in cases involving unsafe housing conditions, eviction 
proceedings, and abusive landlords. 
New York passed a Right to Counsel law in 2017, the first in the nation to adopt such protections. 
Post Meeting Note: Milwaukee County Executive David Crowley signed “Right to Counsel 
Milwaukee” into law on July 19th, establishing a pilot program to provide no-cost legal 
representation for residents facing eviction or foreclosure. The bill, authored by County Board 
Supervisor Ryan Clancy, is an additional strategy by Milwaukee County to keep residents in their 
homes and reduce evictions.  
Jim Erven asked Weber where the money for the county rent assistance program came from. 
Erven was wondering whether this would be a one-time allocation or if new block grants were 
available for future funding. Weber stated that the funds came from an existing federal Home 
Investment Partnership Program federal block grant and he was not certain, but thought that it 
unlikely that this funding would be ongoing. 
 
 
Human Trafficking – The VFP Committee is hoping to find a Vincentian that may be interested, 
passionate, or knowledgeable on the subject of Human Trafficking and is willing to report on this 
topic in future meetings.    
 
 
Hunger/FoodShare: Tom Jozwik reported that the state had nearly 356,000 of what it calls 
“assistance groups” receiving FoodShare in May, down from 370,000 in June of 2025. FoodShare 
is Wisconsin’s version of SNAP, the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, which 
saw changes in the last year to work requirements, along with eligibility for some immigrants and 
refugees. Assistance Groups is thought to describe families receiving FoodShare. 
Next, Jozwik told us about a news item that John Weber had sent him. He noted that in a number 
of largely populated states, June 1 was the cutoff for new SNAP work requirements, meaning 
more Americans are now subject to such requirements. Basically, under Trump’s “Big, Beautiful 
Bill,” able-bodied adults ages 18-65 and without dependents, wishing to get SNAP benefits for 
more than three months in a three-year period, must work at a job at least 80 hours a month or 
participate in an approved education or training program for that same amount of time or perform 
volunteer work or community service. The requirements are meant to prevent “fraud and waste,” 
according to the US secretary of agriculture; but the Congressional Research Service has, in a 
2025 report, stated that “intentional (SNAP) fraud is rare.”  
According to the Congressional Budget Office, the Trump bill cut an estimated $186 billion from 
SNAP funding through 2034.  
Wisconsin Public Radio reported that state food banks anticipate increased demand this coming 
summer as refugees and other immigrants with humanitarian status are poised to lose food 
assistance in accordance with federal change. About 7,200 people in Wisconsin—most, 
apparently, in the Milwaukee area—are expected to lose food share benefits, according to 
Housing Task Force (HTF) official Reno Wright. Wright added that those affected by the change 
will, as of July 1, no longer be able to apply for new benefits, and current recipients will lose their 
benefits at the date of their next renewal. It’s anticipated affected people, in Wright’s words, “will 
have to turn to pantries that are supposed to be supplemental and really are not equipped to 
absorb the increased traffic.” He went on to say pantries across the country have experienced 
increased traffic in the past two years, including a 35% increase at HTF network locations. HTF is 
calling for increased donations and volunteers in anticipation of a coming demand. Wright said 
people concerned about losing FoodShare can contact HTF outreach centers for help 
understanding their eligibility, particularly if their legal status changes. 

https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/County-Executive/News/Press-Releases/County-Executive-David-Crowley-Signs-Right-to-Counsel-into-Law
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/County-Executive/News/Press-Releases/County-Executive-David-Crowley-Signs-Right-to-Counsel-into-Law
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2026/06/03/new-snap-work-requirements-effective-june-2026/90386793007/
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF10860
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/IF10860
https://www.wpr.org/news/relief-groups-brace-end-food-assistance-wisconsin-refugees
https://www.hungertaskforce.org/2026/07/16/food-pantries-report-50-uptick-in-visitors/
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McCann asked Jozwik how soon the impact from the Trump policy on SNAP would be felt. Tom 
stated that the cuts to SNAP and the new work requirements were already in effect in some states 
and the effects of that policy has already begun to impact hunger. 
Lastly, Jozwik reported that according to a June 5 Reuters report regarding the UN World Food 
Programme, the Iran war is pushing millions of people deeper into hunger. If the conflict continues 
and oil prices continue to stay elevated, nearly 45 million more people could face acute food 
insecurity in 2026. 
 
 
Immigration - Armand Carriere reported that a tightening of U.S. Green Card rules taking effect in 
June is making it harder for many immigrants already in the country to move toward permanent 
residency.  Federal immigration authorities are restricting who can apply for employment-based 
Green Cards as well as narrowing a long-used pathway that allowed many applicants to remain 
while seeking permanent status. 
Some applicants who previously qualified may now be unable to submit applications.  And many 
temporary visa holders, such as students and temporary workers, may be expected to leave the 
US an apply from abroad. Anecdotally, Armand told us about his neighbor who is an attorney that 
provides legal help to many immigrant and refugee families. The attorney believes that much of 
the rule changes surrounding Green Cards is the administrations way of adding confusion to the 
process, designed to influence people to give up or stop trying to apply. 
Locally, Sheila Badwan, Executive Director of the Hanan Refugee Relief Group, a resettlement 
organization serving predominantly Muslim communities, has left the organization, citing drastic 
cuts in support from the federal and state governments.  As Armand has stated in earlier reports, 
immigration from over 60 countries has been halted completely, with only Afrikaner refugees 
being admitted to the country at this point. 
The inability of organizations like Hanan that relied on federal and state support to service refugee 
and immigrant communities could place an additional burden on Catholic Charities Office of 
Refugee and Immigrant Services. 
And with that in mind, Catholic Charities is always looking for volunteers to help in their refugee 
outreach efforts, particularly in the area of English language tutoring.  Anyone interested in 
volunteering can contact Claire Reuning at creuning@ccmke.org 
Hundreds of Milwaukee refugees who are waiting for the Green Cards will lose food and health 
care benefits in the coming months.  The coming cuts to FoodShare and Medicaid for refugees 
and other legal immigrants – permanent changes as part of Trump’s Big Beautiful Bill – will create 
gaps in nutrition and health care that will put serious stress on Milwaukee’s non-profit aid system. 
Starting July 1, FoodShare cuts will begin to take effect.  People with FoodShare an Medicaid will 
lose both benefits by Oct 1.  About 7,200 people in Wisconsin will lose benefits as a result of the 
new law, and 63% of them live in Milwaukee.  The cuts will disproportionately affect Milwaukee’s 
Rohingya population as well as the city’s Afghan population, two groups that the aforementioned 
Hanan organization serves. Armand noted that for religious or cultural reasons many of these 
immigrant families cannot get the help that they need from food pantries. Not a fault of the food 
pantries, as they are generally focused on feeding the general population. 
Tim Lanari asked if Armand’s attorney friend was working with Catholic Charities. Armand told us 
he is working in private practice. 
 
 
Mental Health Care – Sister Julie Krahl was unable to attend this meeting and discussion on this 
topic was tabled until our next meeting. 
 
 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/middle-east-conflict-pushing-millions-into-hunger-wfp-says-2026-06-05/
https://forumtogether.org/article/policy-bulletin-friday-june-5-2026/
https://forumtogether.org/article/policy-bulletin-friday-june-5-2026/
https://www.hananrrg.org/our-leadership
mailto:creuning@ccmke.org
https://www.cbs58.com/news/non-citizens-including-refugees-losing-access-to-food-stamps-in-wisconsin-july-1
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Minimum Wage/Labor – Dave Busch reported that the Wisconsin Department of Workforce 
Development (DWD) MADISON – The Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development (DWD) 
announced the following information for Wisconsin’s labor market, reflecting May 2026 preliminary 
estimates from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics: 
• Employment – There were 3,024,100 people employed in Wisconsin, up 4,000 over 
the month and up 5,800 over the year. 
• Labor Force – The state’s labor force participation rate remained unchanged at 
64.4% which is 2.6 percentage points above the national rate of 61.8%. 
• Nonfarm Jobs – The total nonfarm jobs in the state were 3,039,800, an increase of 
8,700 over last month. 
• Unemployment – The state's seasonally adjusted unemployment rate ticked down 
to 3.4%, which is 0.9 percentage points below the national unemployment rate of 4.3% 
Next, Busch reminded us that by the time the Wisconsin Legislature reconvenes in the next 
biennium, that it will be twenty years since Wisconsin has seen an increase in the minimum wage.  
Several Democrat candidates in the primary election for governor have spoken is support of 
raising the minimum wage next year.  During the last days of the last legislative session, State 
Senator Kelda Roys, a candidate for governor, had proposed a new bill to raise the minimum 
wage. 
The proposed legislation would push the state minimum to $15 per hour on enactment; then 
increase the minimum in stages to $20 per hour, by 2030; and index the new minimum to the 
consumer price index starting in 2030. 
Republican Tom Tiffany has voiced clear opposition to raising government-set minimum wage 
floors, viewing them as harmful to small businesses and job growth.  
Busch noted that approximately 900 thousand workers in Wisconsin earn less than a living wage, 
based on the numbers produced by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology living wage 
calculator.  He added that even the legislation’s initial boost to $15 an hour is less than a living 
wage in all 72 counties in Wisconsin.  Mike McCann asked the group if we should consider 
making the minimum wage bill our main cause next year. Busch replied that we need to support a 
better minimum wage. But cautioned that we will need to see what happens in the upcoming 
elections. Whoever gets elected as our next governor, and the wording of a minimum wage bill 
when it gets introduced to the legislature, will be major factors in the future of low wage workers in 
Wisconsin. 
 
Fond du Lac Update:  Michael Drees reported that the Fond du Lac District Council Board 
approved a new part-time Bookkeeper position at their May 27th Board meeting.  The new job 
description has been finalized and recruitment for a Bookkeeper has started.  Qualified applicants 
are being scheduled for interviews.   
Three Fond du Lac Vincentians, so far, have signed up to attend the SVDP Conference in Green 
Bay, July 9, 10, and 11. 
Thrift Store – Sales continue to exceed expectations.  Wisconsin Lutheran Academy’s Second 
Impressions thrift store is moving to a new location closer to SVDP.  There is also a new thrift 
store in downtown Fond du Lac.  Store marketing will continue to focus on the benefit to the entire 
Fond du Lac County community derived from SVDP Thrift Store donations and purchases.  The 
Thrift Store will hold a 50% off sale this week.  One-hundred-thirty-one volunteers worked 2,202 
hours at the Thrift Store in April. Dave Busch was impressed by the number of volunteer hours at 
the store. He asked Drees if he could shed some light on how they are accomplishing this. 
Michael replied that they have a full time volunteer coordinator for the store but could not point to 
one single reason for their success with getting volunteers to work at the store. 
St. Katharine Drexel Shelter (SKDS). -  The waiting list for shelter has typically been about 500 
neighbors.   

https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/press/unemployment/2026/260618-may-state.pdf
https://livingwage.mit.edu/
https://livingwage.mit.edu/
https://skdsfdl.org/
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After recently contacting neighbors on the waiting list, the actual list of homeless neighbors on the 
waiting list was reduced to 315.  The shelter reports success in placing more families into stable 
permanent housing this spring.  Results from a fundraising mailer to 16,000 households are still 
coming in; donations have already exceeded the cost of the mailing.   
Guys Who Grill 3rd annual event, held May 17th; netted $17,500 profit for the benefit of SKDS.  
Maintenance cost at SKDS continue to be an issue as the relatively new facility ages. 
Tim Lanari wanted to note that the shelter also coordinates with Advocap in Fond du Lac and 
Advocap is responsible for the largest share of funding the shelter. 
Fond du Lac VFP Committee – The Committee met with WI Senator Dan Feyen on May 18th.  The 
Committee advocated for legislation that would improve housing affordability, address 
homelessness, create a living wage, and regulate exploitive industries that take advantage of the 
poor.  Two National SVDP action alerts, to support funding for food insecurity through the Farm 
Bill were distributed to Fond du Lac District Council Vincentians.  The Fond du Lac VFP 
Committee will meet again Monday June 15th. 
Fondy Food Pantry -  SVDP provides the Fond du Lac facility with food and utilities to support the 
Fondy Food Pantry.  The food pantry recently reported April results: 

1,112 total household visits 
2,795 total people served 
44 new households registered for assistance 
84,636 pounds of food distributed 

 
 
Waukesha Update - David Anderson reported that the Waukesha Getting Ahead program is 
changing locations. The program will be moving back into the Council headquarters on Sunset 
Drive in Waukesha, to get the program more in touch with the people that are coming into their 
Thrift Store. 
Secondly, the Waukesha SVDP shelter is revising its policy for access to the shelter. Beginning 
on June 1st, people needing shelter can check in for available space by calling or stopping in to 
any shelter in Waukesha and signing up.  The SVDP shelter has been overflowing with people 
who show up at the last minute without checking for availability, leaving the shelter at over 
capacity at times. The new system hopes to alleviate some of the strain on this important 
community resource. The shelter will look for alternatives for placing people when they are at 
capacity.  The Salvation Army shelter in Waukesha has changed their operation to an “overnight 
only” shelter. Guests need to leave that shelter by 8 am each day. 
SVDP conferences in Waukesha refer families to Family Promise of Waukesha County for help 
with housing. The community based group attempts to prevent and/or end homelessness for 
families with minor children and helps them achieve sustainable independence through financial 
assistance for rent, mortgage, security deposits, to help prevent evictions.  
Waukesha SVDP will be at the Waukesha County Fair on July 17th for St. Vincent de Paul day at 
the fair! They will be helping families make it more affordable to go to the fair.  Donate any usable 
clothing to one of the Waukesha Thrift Stores this month and receive a coupon for 50 percent off  
the admission price to the fair, from July 15 thru the 19th. 
Tim Lanari added that a priest form the Fond du lac area was relocating to a parish in Waukesha. 
Father Fernando Torres is a great advocate for the poor and the SVDP Society and Tim wanted to 
let Waukesha that they are getting a great asset to their community. Anderson replied that 
Waukesha has a large Hispanic population, so an additional Spanish speaking priest is greatly 
needed. 
 
 

https://www.advocap.org/about-us/
https://stvincentwaukesha.org/index.php/programs/getting-ahead
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/wi/waukesha/madison-street-corps/emergency-shelter/
https://www.waukeshacountyfair.com/friday/
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Racine Update:  Jim Erven opened his Racine Council update by congratulating Racine Council 
President Jim Corona on his election as President of the Society’s Archdiocesan Executive Board. 
Corona will be taking over from Zoltan Eszes as his term expires this year. The Racine Council 
will be recruiting from their members for someone to take over duties for Corona on their Board. 
Next, Erven reported that the new, larger Thrift Store in Rochester, is planning on a soft opening 
sometime in July, and have set a goal for a full opening by October, this year. The Rochester 
location has a Waterford address, and has a much larger footprint than their old store. 
Erven then reported that he updated the Racine Council on the coalition letter sent to members of 
Congress.  Sent jointly from the USCCB, Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Charities, and the 
SVDP Society, the letter urged bipartisan reauthorization of spending on numerous USDA 
programs that, in the reconciliation legislation enacted last year, risk undermining the 
effectiveness of SNAP and related programs. 
Erven also spoke to the Racine Council about the national “21st Century Road to Housing Act” 
This bill revises federal housing programs, by expanding available financing for affordable housing 
and providing grants for planning and community development activities. It also provides 
incentives for multi-family units. 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Regional VFP Committee Update: –  Jim Erven reported that during the Regional VFP 
Committee meeting last month, he spoke to the group about the three bills in Wisconsin that he 
felt would bring immediate assistance to the poor.  
AB 1089 a bill that would require the Department of Health Services to convene a working group 
on statewide coordination of the Medical Assistance program (Badger Care), and help to improve 
MA recipients’ experience with the MA program statewide. 
AB 1097 is a bill that would provide that a city, village, town, or county, may create a new 
department or designate an existing department to function as a fair housing department: provide 
information to the public about individual and family rights under local, state, and federal housing 
antidiscrimination laws; assist residents of the political subdivision in filing complaints regarding 
discrimination in housing; and enforce local ordinances regarding discrimination in housing.  
And AB 1127. This bill requires health insurance policies to provide coverage for habilitative and 
rehabilitative speech therapies in certain circumstances. Under the bill, health insurance policies 
that provide coverage for habilitative services must also provide coverage for habilitative speech 
therapy services. 
Jim presented these at the regional meeting as an example of the progress for the poor that can 
be made, but also as examples of where we can use the amicus letter to further our advocacy. 
Jim described it as using “advocacy on both sides of an issue,” before and after.  
The three bills did not pass, but Erven thought that we could possibly have given more support to 
these bills by enlisting the National Society to approve amicus letters using the Society’s 
letterhead. The Chairperson agreed to consider this for future legislation efforts. 
 
 
SVDP Society Awareness – VFP Chairperson Dave Busch reported briefly that during their last 
meeting, the SVDP Archdiocese Executive Board discussed the need to increase awareness of 
our work and how we operate, to the entire archdiocese. The Board believes that the work of our 
Society is still not generally understood. They discussed developing a broad based, shared web 
site for the nine separate Council’s located throughout the Milwaukee Archdiocese. 
One of their goals is to help more neighbors in need by strengthening how we communicate and 
invite people into the work of St. Vincent de Paul.   

https://www.svdpracine.org/stores
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Joint%20Catholic%20Letter%20on%202026%20Farm%20Bill.pdf
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/ab1089
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/related/proposals/ab1097
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/related/proposals/ab1127
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The other stated goal is to improve consistency and clarity online, and make it easier for every 
council to keep information current while still keeping “county specific” details. The Board has a 
web developer in mind for this job and Busch will keep us posted as the new web site unfolds. 
 
 
New Business:   
 
State Budget Surplus – Busch reported that the budget surplus deal failed to pass the Senate. 
A bipartisan deal struck between Democratic Gov. Tony Evers and Republican legislative 
leaders to spend $1.8 billion of Wisconsin’s projected budget surplus failed in the Senate late 
Wednesday night after days of criticism that put both Evers and GOP leaders at odds with 
members of their own parties.  
The fallout has become a blame game over who is responsible for the deal’s failure: 

• Republicans blamed Democrats for not being willing to provide assistance to 
Wisconsinites. 

• Senate Democrats blamed Republicans and Evers for not involving them in negotiations 
and described the bill as “reckless” and “irresponsible” spending.  

• Several Assembly Democrats criticized the deal for not providing long-term structural 
changes to education funding or property taxes. 

• Evers blamed both Democratic and Republican lawmakers and Republican U.S. Rep. Tom 
Tiffany, the likely GOP gubernatorial nominee in the governor’s race. 

• Tiffany called the proposal a “backroom relief deal” that “fails to deliver lasting relief to 
Wisconsin taxpayers.”  

The bottom line is, no relief for the taxpayers, no concern for the needy in Wisconsin. 
 
 
North Central Meeting Reminder – The North Central Region of the SVDP Society will hold its 
annual meeting in Green Bay Wisconsin this summer. The meeting will be held on July 9th thru 
11th at the Oneida Casino Hotel, and this year’s theme is “Lead with Love – Serve with Humility”. 
All Vincentians are encouraged to attend. 
 
 
Next Meeting – August 8, 2026 
The Voice For the Poor committee will take a summer recess and will not meet in July. The next 
meeting will be held online, on the second Saturday in August from 9:00 to 11:00 AM, via a Zoom 
meeting.  All Vincentians are welcome to attend.  The login information can be found at the bottom 
of the last page of these minutes. 
 
 
Adjournment:   
The May meeting officially adjourned at 11:05 AM with the committee members praying together 
for peace in the world: 

“May our homes, our nation, and all countries around the world 
become havens of peace, we pray to thee Lord” 

 
 
 

#  #  # 
 

 

https://wisconsinwatch.org/2026/05/wisconsin-budget-surplus-deal-collapse-senate-evers-vos-lemahieu-republican-democrat-election/
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MILWAUKEE ARCHDIOCESE VOICE FOR THE POOR COMMITTEE 
 
Armand Carriere ae2425@gmail.com 
David Anderson        ajand1339@gmail.com 
David Busch             dabusch99@yahoo.com 
Ed Ritger eritger@ritgerlaw.com 
E. Michael McCann  emichaelmccann@yahoo.com 
Jim Erven erven.jm@gmail.com 
John Weber jjweber46@sbcglobal.net 
Sister Julie Krahl, CSA julieann5202@charter.net 
Michael Drees  mdrees6@gmail.com 
Michael Howden mjhowden@att.net 
Randy Bedore ranshorewood@yahoo.com 
Richard Fedler         rfedler@aol.com 
Tim Lanari lanarita@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Jozwik              mjozwik@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is the information for logging into the VFP ZOOM Meeting: 
  
St. Vincent de Paul Society of the Milwaukee Archdiocese is inviting you to the next scheduled 
meeting of the Voice For the Poor Committee, online via ZOOM. 
  
Click Here to Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89896784028?pwd=KzZhR0xyWWY0QXlqNUNEYkttaElXZz09 
 
Or call in (audio only): 312-626-6799 
(Dial by your location. 312 626 6799 is Chicago)  
Meeting ID: 898 9678 4028 
Passcode: 732237 

mailto:ae2425@gmail.com
mailto:ajand1339@gmail.com
mailto:dabusch99@yahoo.com
mailto:eritger@ritgerlaw.com
mailto:emichaelmccann@yahoo.com
mailto:erven.jm@gmail.com
mailto:jjweber46@sbcglobal.net
mailto:julieann5202@charter.net
mailto:mdrees6@gmail.com
mailto:mjhowden@att.net
mailto:ranshorewood@yahoo.com
mailto:rfedler@aol.com
mailto:lanarita@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mjozwik@hotmail.com

